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BOAD Offers Debenture Loan to UEMOA States 


AB2304172395 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 22 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A debenture loan of 5 billion 
CFA francs will soon be extended to the West African 
Economic and Monetary Union [UEMOA] countries. 
The loan, which is backed by a remunerating interest 
rate of 6 percent per year for a 10-year period, has been 
initiated by the West African Development Bank 
{[BOAD]. A meeting about this was held in Abidjan 
yesterday morning with the bank’s partners and parties 
involved in this operation. Correspondent Lazare Aka 
Saye, who attended the meeting, has the details: 


[Begin Saye recording] The debenture loan that the 
BOAD is extending is the second of its kind. The bank 
offered the first one in 1993 for 4 billion CFA francs with 
a 10-percent interest rate. This time, it is a debenture 
loan of 5 billion CFA francs with a remunerating interest 
rate of 6 percent for a 10-year period beginning 15 June. 


This direct loan is part of the BOAD’s continued finan- 
cial activities aimed at intensive mobilization of regional 
savings to finance the private sector. A meeting was held 
in Abidjan yesterday on this upcoming debenture loan 
under the auspices of the Banque Internationale pour le 
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Commerce et I’Industrie de Cote d’Ivoire which will take 
care of the financial operations connected to the loan. 


The loan will consist of 500,000 shares of a 10,000- 
CFA-franc face value each and will be limited to the 
seven UEMOA member countries. The shares will be 
quoted on the Abidjan Stock Exchange. The BOAD 
reassures institutional investors and UEMOA savers that 
they have nothing to fear, because the loan is reliably 
guaranteed. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Majority of Comesa Members Said Not Paying 


MB2604172195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1611 
GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bulawayo April 26 SAPA— 
More than half of the 23-member states of the Common 
Market for East and Southern Africa (Comesa) failed to 
pay their 1994/95 subscriptions, the Zimbabwe news 
agency ZIANA [Zimbabwe Inter-African News Agency] 
reported. According to the Zimbabwe International 
Trade Fair preview, Comesa was owed a total of ZD 
42-million [Zimbabwe dollars] for the 1993/94 financial 
year by 17 countries. “Members’s failure to honour their 
financial obligations has resulted in the postponement of 
sectoral meetings, seminars and workshops,” it said. 
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Burundi 


US. Assistant Secretary Moose Arrives for Talks 


EA2604141195 Bujumbura ABP in French 1010 GMT 
26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 26 April (ABP)— 
Mr. George Moose, the U.S. Assistant Secretary for 
African Affairs, arrived on Wednesday [26 April] in 
Burundi on a two-day visit. 


Mr. Moose will hold talks on Wednesday afternoon with 
the Army and gendarmerie chiefs of staff and with the 
president of the Republic, Mr. Sylvestre Ntibantunga- 
nya, in separate meetings. 


On Thursday morning, Mr. Moose will have breakfast 
with Mr. Antoine Nduwayo, the Burundian prime min- 
ister, before meeting members of opposition political 
parties and pro-presidential political groups at 0830 at 
the American Cultural Center in Bujumbura. Before 
leaving Bujumbura at 1000, Mr. Moose will give a 
15-minute news conference at the American Cultural 
center in Bujumbura. 


Hutu Group Claims Army Clashes Leave 16 Dead 
AB2604203495 Paris AFP in English 1955 GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, April 26 (AFP)}—A 
Hutu opposition group said Wednesday [26 April] at 
least 16 people had been killed in clashes in the Burun- 
dian capital Bujumbura between Hutu extremists and 
the Tutsi-dominated army. 


The violence occurred late Monday and Tuesday in the 
Kamenge quarter of the city, a statement from the 
National Council for the Defence of Democracy 
(CNDD) said. 


Three policemen and a member of the CNDD’s military 
wing were killed as well as 12 other people, it added, 
while the Burundian army put the toll at one dead on 
either side and six policemen injured. 


CNDD, led by former interior minister Leonard 
Nyangoma who went into hiding after refusing to share 
power with Tutsis, denounced the “deliberate aitack” on 
Kamenge, one of the last Hutu areas of Bujumbura. 


Thousands of Hutus fled other parts of the city eariier 
this month because of clashes with the army that ‘eft 
hundreds dead. 


The communique blamed the latest incident on “provo- 
cation” by police close to Tutsi extremist leader and 
former Burundian president Jean-Baptiste Baganza, 
adding it was linked to boasts “there will be no more 
Hutus in the capital on April 29.” 


It also criticised the closure of the western Gatumba 
border post to Zaire, which many Hutus want to flee to, 
saying it was part of a Tutsi-led plot for “ethnic cleans- 
ing.” 
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Calm Reportedly Returns to Bujumbura 


EA2604121595 Bujumbura ABP in French 0852 GMT 
26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bujumbura, 26 April (ABP)—- 
The situation is relatively calm this morning in 
Kamenge, after clashes on Tuesday between Hutu 
extremists and the Burundian Army. [Words indistinct] 
one gendarme killed, six soldiers wounded and one 
assailant killed. Sporadic gunfire was still audible in the 
afternoon until late in the evening, and military sources 
indicated that military positions had been attacked in 
several places. [passage omitted] 


Rwanda 


U.S. Secretary Moose Said to ‘Strengthen’ Ties 


EA2604161395 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 1120 
GMT 26 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The United States assistant 
secretary of state in charge of African affairs, George 
Moose, this morning had a press conference at Kanombe 
Airport. In the press conference, Ambassador Moose 
said that he had intended to visit Rwanda to continue 
consultations with the Government of Rwanda to instill 
peace in the country and the region. 


Ambassador Moose continued, saying that the visit was 
in coincidence with the Kibeho incident, and the U.S. 
secretary affirmed that he gathered that the government 
leaders he met—from the president, vice president and 
the prime minister and other ministers—were sincere 
with the regret they expressed over Kibeho incidents. 


Asked whether the U.S. Government will cut aid to 
Rwanda because of the recent incident at Kibeho camp, 
George Moose responded saying that the Clinton admin- 
istration will continue to strengthen relations with 
Rwanda Government to solve the problems in the 
country and the region. 


The U.S. secretary said that the U.S. Government and 
Rwandan Government will cooperate to put pressure on 
countries that harbor criminals who committed genocide 
in Rwanda last year to hand them over to the interna- 
tional tribunal to face justice. 


Mr. Moose revealed that he met the chief of the tribunal, 
Mr. Goldstone, and they both agreed on the urgency of 
bringing to justice criminals involved in last year’s 
genocide. Mr. Moose left Rwanda today for Burundi. 


— Refugee Party Accuses RPF of Targetting 
te 


LD2404 143695 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 24 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In a communique issued in 
Nairobi, the Rally for the Return and Democracy in 
Rwanda, a movement established by Hutu refugees in 
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the Zairean camps, points the finger at Minister of 
Rehabilitation Jacques Bihozagara, whom it describes as 
the mastermind of the policy of destroying the camps, 
which it calls a deliberate act and one prepared long ago. 


The movement’s chairman, Francois Nzabahimana, who 
is passing through Brussels, is afraid that many intellec- 
tuals and civil servants who fled to the Kibeho camp 
have been killed. He spoke to Muriel Pomponne: 


[Begin recording] [Nzabahimana] We see this as a sort of 
liquidation of the elite whom the RPF [Rwandan Patri- 
otic Front] doesn’t want back in the country. It is not 
impossible that there are armed men. I think there were 
acts of provocation beforehand—for example, refusal to 
feed the refugees and the displaced persons. The RPF 
first blocked the food and cut off the water. So it was a 
provocation by the RPF. 


[Pomponne] This Kibeho affair: Do you think it will 
have consequences for the refugees that you represent in 
your party? 


[Nzabahimana] Oh yes, it will have enoriious conse- 
quences. First of all it jeopardizes any peaceful return. 
As far as we are concerned it is very negative, and it 
shows that the RPF has never wanted people to return. If 
they wanted the people of Kibeho to return peacefully, 
they should have opened negotiations with the represen- 
tatives of those camps. [end recording] 


Camps Result Blamed on French Operation 
Turquoise 

EA2604212095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in Kinyarwanda 
1700 GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] At midday the vice president 
and minister of defense, Major General Paul Kagame, 
talked for a long time about the issue of the Kideho camp 
closure in an interview with foreign and domestic 
reporters. 


Maj. Gen. Kagame started by saying that Kibeho had 
become a refuge for criminals. [passage omitted] He said 
that the Rwandan forces lost three soldiers, and nine 
were injured. On the criminals’ side, about 36 guns and 
many grenades were captured. 


Concerning the number of people who died at Kibeho, 
Maj. Gen. Kagame said that there were between 300 and 
400 of them, which was proved when the head of state 
visited the area and an ashamed UNAMIR [UN Assis- 
tance Mission in Rwanda] captain failed to show the 
bodies. Kagame said that the toll was highly exaggerated. 


Our colleague, Edouard Bizumuremyi, asked him about 
the intentions of those who exaggerated things. 


[Begin recording] [Kagame] First and foremost, there is 
a reason behind the existence of the camp. Its existence 
stems from the French Operation Turquoise. This 
explains the continued existence of the camps, though we 
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consistently explained that their existence was not nec- 
essary, that people should leave the camps and return 
home, and that the government would then get the 
people to solve other problems. 


However, the camps continued to exist, so that perpe- 
trators of genocide in Rwanda, who still want to carry 
this out from these camps, continue to use them, hiding 
in them and behind people residing in these camps. 
There are people who were working in the camps, those 
who were feeding the refugees. It is understandable that 
needy refugees be assisted. However, it is not under- 
standable that criminals with weapons continue to make 
use of the camps, hide in the camps, operate from them, 
or be the ones who receive the assistance meant for 
innocent people. 


It is surprising that those who were working in the camps 
could not see this or denounce it. | believe that they were 
aware of it. 


The third thing is that unsuccessful efforts were made to 
close the camps. Those who worked in the camps may 
have had reasons for their continued existence. That is 
why what has recently happened in Kibeho is being 
exploited more than ever before, because there are some 
people with vested interests in accusing the government, 
since it closed the camps against their wishes. 


The existence of the camp gave them a reason to stay in 
the country, and they want to remain in the country. 
They believe that the closing of the camps means there is 
no longer a reason for them to remain in Rwanda in their 
current numbers. It would mean that even if they stayed 
in the country there would be less of them and there 
would be fewer problems. 


Therefore, I believe that the exaggeration of the problem 
stems from the interest they have in the continued 
existence of the camps. That is why all the wrongdoings 
in the camps were not reported. 


Regarding what happened—the death toll—it is sad 
whether a few people or 10 people were killed. If there is 
a soldier who did not kill in self defense, as some people 
in the camps were armed, that is a question to be 
answered, so that any soldier who took part in such acts 
is punished for his actions. But this should not be a 
pretext for ignoring the reason behind the need to close 
the camps. 


Indeed, camps were closed. There were about four. 
Others were closed and people returned home. The one 
which brought about problems was that of Kibeho. The 
camp had specific problems which led to what happened 
there. 


{[Bizumuremyi] Do you think that what happened can 
create an atmosphere to encourage people to stay in 
Rwanda? I say this because the Belgian and Dutch 
governments say that they have ceased their aid. 


[Kagame] Do you mean Rwandans or foreigners? 
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{[Bizumuremyi] F -reigners. 


[Kagame] Foreigners will stay. They like it, whether the 
assistance comes or not. But this is not the real question. 
The question is this: Why were they giving the assis- 
tance? The assistance was not meant for the soldiers 
accused of killing people. It was meant for the needy 
Rwandans. 


Does what happened after Kibeho [withdrawal of aid] 
solve the shortages faced by Rwandans, so that they no 
longer need assistance? Were the assistance providers 
acting in good faith, or were there some other reasons for 
their actions. That, in my opinion, 1s the real question. In 
my opinion they stopped the aid on the basis of incom- 
plete information. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Zaire 


Exiled Rawandan Government Confirms Base 
AB2604 194495 Paris AFP in French 1754 GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 26 Apr (AFP)—The 
“Rwandan government in exile” today confirmed that it 
is based in Zaire. In a press communique issued at a big 
hotel in the Zairian capital, it condemned “‘a plan by the 
ruling Tutsi-dominated Rwandan Patriotic Front [RPF] 
in Kigali to exterminate Rwandan Hutus. 


The Zairian authorities have on several occasions stated 
that they would not tolerate the existence of “any 
Rwandan Government in exile in their territory.” 
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The communique was signed by Jerome C. Bicamump- 
aka, “foreign affairs and cooperation minister,” who 
held the same portfolio in the interim government set up 
after President Habyarimana’s death. 


The government in exile stated in the communique that 
the massacre of several thousand Rwandan Hutus in 
Kibeho Camp, southwest Rwanda, “confirms reports 
alleging that the RPF has elaborated a plan to extermi- 
nate Rwandan Hutus.” 


UN officials sources and various humanitarian organi- 
zations have annou.iced casualty tolls ranging from 
2,000 to 8,000 deaths in Kibeho Camp. 


According to diplomatic and humanitarian sources in 
Kinshasa, the official publication of the communique 
brings into question the credibility of Zaire which has on 
several occasions proclaimed its “political neutrality” in 
the Rwandan conflict. 


The same sources noted that confirmation of the exist- 
ence of a “government in exile,” formed right in the 
Zairian capital, might lend credit to allegations that 
Hutu extremist commandos still continued with their 
training inside or close to refugee camps in Nord-Kivu, 
as the authorities in Kigali have alleged on several 
occasions. 


So far, the Zairian authorities have not reacted to the 
communique issued by the Rwandan government in 
exile. 
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Mozambique 


Officials Respond to Parliamentarians’ Questions 


MB2604115295 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1800 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[Passages within quotation marks are recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Pascoal Moc- 
umbi says his government has the courage to eradicate 
the cancer of corruption afflicting Mozambican society, 
and counts with the resolve of the people and MP’s to do 
that. This is the first government response to issues 
raised by MP’s, regarding the government’s five-year 
plan of action placed before parliament on 21! April. 


[Mocumbi] “We have the courage, and thank you all for 
the encouragement. These are serious problems we have 
to tackle, but they do not discourage us. It is not only 
corruption, which has been described as a cancer, that 
bothers us. The problems we face could be described as 
a cancer because some of them are chronic problems. By 
and large, cancer used to be an incurable disease, but 
today there are types of cancer that can be controlled to 
the extent that survival of patients is possible.” 


Mocumbi acknowledged that his government’s plan of 
action is a daring one, but feels it is the ideal one if one 
intends to rescue the more than 16 million Mozambicans 
that have been plunged into poverty. He, however, 
stressed that the plan cannot be fulfilled with a duai 
administration in place. He said there are still areas 
where Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] does 
not allow government to implement its policies, namely 
on education. 


Turning to the timetable for each item of the plan of 
action, Mocumbi said annual items and the respective 
budgets will be disclosed gradually. He added that the 
government welcomed and took notice of contributions 
made by MP’s to its plan of action. He added: We will 
correct errors and deviations whenever they occur. Moc- 
umbi said it is necessary for Mozambicans to adopt a 
culture of work. 


On 24 and 25 April, 46 Frelimo [Mozambique Libera- 
tion Front], Renamo, and Democratic Union [including 
the Mozambique Liberal and Democratic Party, the 
National emocratic Party, and the Mozambique 
National Party] MP’s raised questions on the govern- 
ment’s plan of action. The prime minister and eight of 
his cabinet members, including the interior, health, and 
education ministers, addressed those questions. Most of 
them noted the country’s available resources are insuffi- 
cient to cope with destruction caused by war. The 
ministers, however, pledged to fulfill their obligations, 
asking for society as a whole to assist them. The MP's 
asked questions on crime, cost of living, low salaries for 
education and health workers, decline in the quality of 
social, health, and educational services, reintegration of 
displaced and demobilized persons and street children, 
lack of housing, and so on. The ministers agreed with 
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most of the questions raised, but noted that the problems 
will not be solved overnight because the country lacks 
adequate financial resources. They noted that the 16 
year-war caused destruction estimated at $20 billion and 
huge social problems. 


[Interior Minister Manuel Antonio] “The Ministry of the 
Interior has decided to increase the training period of its 
members, and to establish a Higher Police Institute. 
Likewise, policemen will be subject to civic training to 
ensure a close rapport between the police and the com- 
munity, and a greater involvement of policemen in 
administrative structures at ward, enterprise, and service 
levels. Career paths for the police force will be dealt with, 
and awards for policemen will be established. We will 
establish health centers in provincial capitals, and allow- 
ances will be given to investigators who deal with police 
cases ahead of schedule. The rights of policemen in areas 
such as public transportation and recreational centers 
will be addressed. 


“Honorable MP’s, you have dealt with pertinent prob- 
lems that will be resolved once resources are made 
available, and our plan of action is fulfilled.” 


(Education Minister Arnaldo Nhavotso] “I would like to 
point out that in addition to the construction of about 
7,000 primary school class rooms, we will establish pri- 
mary schools in rural areas. We will start in district capitals 
and then move on to other areas. We intend to mobilize 
not only government departments, but also nongovern- 
mental organizations, churches, and other agencies. We 
will train more teachers and allocate school equipment.” 


{Health Minister Aurelio Zilhao] ““To improve the quality of 
our services, we must improve the workers’ living and 
working conditions. We will also improve the quality of 
services rendered. The government will make a tremendous 
effort to provide adequate housing for health workers, and 
renovate infrastructures, particularly in areas where people 
are being resettled. We wil! ease the payment of allowances 
to which health workers are entitled, but which we cannot 
always pay. The Health Ministry has a far-reaching plan of 
action financed by the World Bank, the African Develop- 
ment Bank, and other governmental agencies to improve 
working conditions.” 


Somalia 


International News Agencies Raided in Mogadishu 


AB2604175095 London BBC World Service in English 
1505 GMT 26 Apr 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There might have been little 
interclan fighting in Mogadishu, the Somali capital, 
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since the United Nations force, UNOSOM [UN Opera- 
tion in Somalia], pulled out at the beginning of last 
month, but the city is awash with guns and there’s been 
an upsurge of lawlessness, especially of armed zobberies. 
Now, journalists running a news operation and their 
high-tech equipment have been targeted by gunmen. 
From Mogadishu, Ali Musa Abdi faxed this report: 


Unidentified gunmen raided the o.Tices of international 
news agencies at Kilometer Four in south Mogadishu last 
night. Offices used by the Fre:ach News Agency, the BBC, 
Associated Press, and the German News Agency were 
targeted. Between six and 10 gunmen equipped with 
small arms and pistols looted all the office appliances, 
including three computers, walkie-talkies, television sets, 
a generator, a camera, and a total of $1,550. None of the 
representatives of the news organizations were present at 
the time of the attack, but their secretaries are reported 
to have been attacked. During the raid, the gunmen 
ordered the occupants of the offices to lie down and then 
proceeded to go through their pockets. 


A few minutes before the attack, a man came to the 
offices pretending to be a visitor. The same man later 
joined the gunmen and helped them to load all the 
equipment onto a Toyota Pickup truck. Mr. Hassey 
Abdule Abubacar, who witnessed the attack, said it was 
a preplanned action. No faction has said it carried out 
the attack and the reason behind it is not yet known, but 
both the main factions in Mogadishu have expressed 
their concern and promised they would find out who is 
behind it. Mr. Abdikarim Ahmed Alli, secretary general 
of General Aidid’s SNA [Somali National Alliance] said 
we are concerned and we are going to find the culprits. 
He said special security units have been alerted to 
investigate the matter. Mr. Ali Mahdi Mohamed, Gen. 
Aidid’s main rival, said measures would be taken against 
the perretrators of the attack if they were found in the 
areas of Moyadishu under his control. 


Egal: Foreign Recognition Reamins Top Priority 


EA2604200095 Hargeysa Radio Iargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT Apr 95 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] The president of the Republic 
of Somaliland, Mr. Mohamed Haji Ibrahim Egal, 
addressing the ongoing national congress for the salva- 
tion of the Republic of Somaliland at the Parliament 
building in Hargeysa, explained in detail the current 
political, security, economic and social situation of the 
country. [passage omitted]. 


The president of the Republic of Somaliland, Mr. 
Mohamed Ibrahim Egal, explained that the Republic's 
foreign policies, particularly regarding the country’s rec- 
ognition [by other governments] had remained steadfast 
and ignored those following different avenues. He added 
that the government's effort to achieve this recognition 
would remain at the top of its agenda, without asking for 
anybody's advice. The president further added that with 
time we shall be able to achieve our objectives. 


FBIS-AFR-95-081 
27 April 1995 


The president told the congress that the government was 
making every effort to acquire facilities to enable the 
national broadcasts to be heard inside and outside the 
country, despite many obstacles. 


On the country’s security, the president assured the 
congress that the government had contained effectively 
clan-based militia who on severza' occasions attempted to 
cdlisrupt the prevailing peace and the ongoing reconcilia- 
t.on among various clans in the Republic. 


On the national economy, Mr. Egal said that all the 
state’s revenue collection systems had been set up. He 
added that the government was also making every effort 
to stabilize the fluctuation of the official currency. 


Somaliland Congress Issues 5-point Action Program 
EA2604224495 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 11 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The ongoing National Congress 
for the Salvation of the Republic of Somaliland has 
issued a program of action to deal with the difficult 
situation facing the country. The five-point program 
States: 


The National Congress for the Salvation of the Republic 
of Somaliland, having noted the current difficult situa- 
tion facing the country, having noted the conditions 
people are faced with, having noted the dire need for 
peace, and having noted the value and importance of 
peace for survival, has issued this program: 


1. The National Congress for the Salvation of the 
Republic of Somaliland calls on the general public of 
Somaliland to ensure and preserve the peace and sta- 
bility of the country and people, and in particular calls 
on the militia of various clans to stop armed attacks; 


2. The government calls for peace and stability to be 
ensured for the people; 


3. The National Congress welcomes and is prepared to 
assist the government and all those seeking peace and 
reconciliation; 

4. The National Congress extends a hand of peace to all 
those engaged in fighting in the country in order to work 


toward a united front for the existence of the Republic of 
Somaliland; and 


5. Finally, the National Congress congratulates all those 
members of the various clans of the Republic of Soma- 
liland who are seeking peaceful coexistence and harmony 
among the various clans. 


Tanzania 


ECOMOG Troops Return From Liberian Mission 
£A2604194895 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1300 GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Soldiers from the Tanzania Peo- 
ple’s Defense Force who were part of the ECOMOG 
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[Economic Communiiy of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] peace-keepirg force in Liberia 
have started re! umning home. 


The minister of state in the office of the president 
responsible for defense and national service, the Honor- 
able Abdulrahman Kinana, has \ Id Radio Tanzania that 
the first batch of 240 servicemen arrived home this 
morning. The Honorable Kinana said that the second 
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group was expected back home tomorrow, while the 
third is due back on | May. The last group is expected 
home on 8 May. 


The 800 soldiers were sent to Liberia to assist UN efforts 
to bring peace to Liberia. He [Kinana] said the govern- 
ment had decided to repatriate its soldiers after the 
warring factions in Liberia failed to reach agreement to 
bring about peace in their country. 
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Country Marks Free@on. Day With ‘Optimism’ 


MB2704084095 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 0500 GMT 27 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Parties and organizations pre- 
paring to celebrate Freedom Day today have expressed 
optimism over South Africa’s future. Various activities 
have been planned countrywide. The highlight is in 
Gauteng [Province], where Presiden Nelson Mandela, 
Premier Tokyo Sexwale, and other <ignitaries will gather 
at the Union Buildings in Pretor‘a. 


In Cape Town the commemoration of the day will begin 
with a service at St George’s Cathedra). Aftwerwards 
Deputy President F. W. de Klerk and Archbishop Des- 
mond Tutu will address a rally at the Parade in Cape 
Town. 


Meanwhile, the ANC has called on its supporters to turn 
up in large numbers. The party says in a statement that 
the strife is not over, and that people should protect their 
democratic gains. The IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
plans to meet in the streets of Durban to enlist support 
for its demand for international mediation. 


The provincial safety and security MEC [Member of the 
Executive Council] has called for peaceful demonstra- 
tions, adding that the security forces will be deployed in 
residential areas to protect the community. 


The National Party says South Africans can be proud of 
what they achieved in the first year of democracy. The 
party says rec. ' “tion has brought all South Africans 
closer togethe’, &»«:«..sing political violence. However, 
the rising crime ;*te. strikes, and demonstrations are 
cause for concern. 


Mandela Interviewed on First Year 


MB2704065595 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network in 
English 1830 GMT 26 Apr 95 


[Interview with President Nelson Mandelz by Leslie 
Mashokwe, Max du Preez, Caesar Molebatse on the 


“Agenda” program—live] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Mashokwe] We welcome the 
president of South Africa, Mr. Nelson Mandela, to our 
studio. Good evening Mr. President, and welcome. 


[Mandela] Good evening. thank you. 


{[Mashokwe] Mr. President, we know about the achieve- 
ment of government's feeding of the six-year-olds, preg- 
nant mothers getting free medication, and relative peace 
that has descended on South Africa. If you look back 
over the year, what do you think government should 
have done differenily? 


[Mandela] I think that is a difficult question to ask. We 
have a program which we set out very clearly in the 
run-up to the elections—that is of bettering the lives of 
our people in the sense of creating jobs, building houses, 
schools, hospitals, clinics, introducing electricity and 
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clean water, setting up sports stadiums, and other facil- 
ities. But the first year was devoted toward planning, and 
as I pointed out in the run-v‘p to the election, | warned in 
almost every speech that tc address these basic needs is 
not an event which can be achieved overnight, that it will 
take as long as five years because we have to mobilize 
resources, we have to get an input from the people 
themselves, because we believe in people-orientated 
solutions and plans. And | think that we have moved in 
that direction. 


Apart from that, we have entrenched a democracy in this 
country and the culture of human rights. We have 
introduced freedom of the press to an extent which was 
not known before, and we have allowed the right of 
protest on the part of various sectors of society, and not 
only that. We have been able to achieve things that are 
unquantifiable; we have been able to create investor 
confidence in this country both from the point of view of 
local and foreign investors because, as you know, South 
African business were exporting their -apital and 
investing abroad, creating jobs for people not in our 
country, but in foreign countries. But that process is now 
{pauses} we have turned that process around. 


[Mashokwe] I accept that Mr. President, but is there 
anything that you would have done better, taking into 
consideration all the criticism that has been leveled 
against government in terms of delivering, for instance? 
We accept that the first year was the planning stage. Is 
there anything different or better that we would have 
dene to satisfy and pacify people who are... 


{[Mandela, interrupting] Well, there are many political 
commentators throughout the world who are deaf and 
dumb, who never see the progress that has been made by 
their rivals. If we built a million houses ir five years they 
will say we should have built a billion. I cannot base any 
expression of opinion on what we should have done and 
we did not do. Our plans are on course, we have carried 
out our plans as we visualized them, and I think that 
from that angle we have done very well. 


[Molebatse] Mr. President, this is obviously a euphoric 
week; I mean everybody is excited. Tomorrow people are 
looking forward to celebrations and we as Africans like 
to celebrate, and I wonder just as you look back on the 
last 12 months, what would you say are the two-three 
things that people should go out and celebrate tomorrow 
as they go out into the stadiums and so on and so forth? 


[Mandela] Quite obviously it is the fact that after centu- 
ries of racial oppression and, as Max has said, after 
decades of apartheid rule, we have delivered the people 
of South Africa from one of the most inhuman systems 
of racial oppression and expectation. It was a very 
exciting moment and our people today are facing those 
challenges and having regard to the background in which 
we are operating, planning where there has been no 
infrastructure at ail insofar as the majority is concerned. 
I think we have done very well. 
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[Molebatse] Mr. President, obviously, for those of us 
who have been in this country, some have said the 
struggle was easier than actually governing a country, 
and I’ve often wondered and I’m sure a lot of South 
Africans have wondered about ... [pauses] were there 
times tiis past year where you've felt—maybe if I was in 
Pollsmoor now I would be just much happier than being 
where I am now? It’s just too much. I mean, what sort of 
low points did you have personally as the leader of the 
nation? 


[Mandela] Well, in the first place I cannot subscribe to 
the view that the struggle was easier than governance. In 
the course of the struggle our people suffered tremen- 
dously. Some people were forced into exile and they had 
to leave their families behind. They were arrested. They 
were detained without trial. Trey were sent to prison for 
many years. They were torturea and even killed. That is 
the price that we have paid. Nothing of the sort is 
happening today, and it would not be correct to compare 
the sacrifices that we have made in the course of the 
resistance struggle, but of course governance has got its 
own problems. We have to turn the mindset of our 
people from resistance, now to nation-building and rec- 
onciliation and that is not very easy, but having regard 
again for the background and to the fact that at one time 
there were 29 political parties in this country with 
different backgrounds in negotiating, we have achieved a 
near miracle as some head of state has said the other day. 


[Molebatse] So there is no challenge that can come to this 
nation now or in the future that could ever make anyone 
(0 want to turn back. We are on the road and you say 
we... 


[Mandela, interrupting] Well, I mean there will always be 
elements who resist change, but that time has passed and 
there is no force anywhere in the world that can turn the 
clock backwards. The tesk of uniting the nation is 
proceeding according to plan. All sections of the popu- 
lation, black and white—and when I say black I mean 
Africans, coloreds, and indians—black and white are 
making a very significant contribution towards nation- 
building and towards the spirit of reconciliation. 


[Dv Preez] Mr. President, let’s turn to our society and 
let’s look at the state of our nation today. One of the 
problems that we had was the levels of tolerance, espe- 
cially political tolerance, was far, far too low. Do you 
think we are tolerant—we’ve become a more tolerant 
society? 


[Mandela] Well, you must look at our problems and 
attitudes. In the light of our background, South African 
politics have always been robust and in the elections in 
past years amongst whites that tolerance was not there. 
There were assaults. There were disruption of meetings 
and \ve have inherited that type of system but I think that 
it is ... [pauses] it will be agreed that all the leaders in the 
government of national uaity and outside have made an 
effori to ensure that that tolerance is there, and of course 
it was not easy, especially in the run-up to the election, 
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when you have the najority of our people participating 
in these elections for the first time, end seeing political 
partics that have used the most brutai system of racial 
oppression trying to mobilize amongst the very section 
of the community which they oppressed so brutally, and 
you can understand that the anger and the frustration of 
the people, that the leadership was able to rise to the 
occasion and to say, in the course of the ... [pauses] in the 
run-up to the election, to say remember that we are now 
fighting an election but we have to work with these same 
men that we are now contesting against after the 27 
April, and we must not open up wounds at this stage 
which we will find difficult to heal when the time comes 
now for nation building. and I think that broadly 
speaking our peop’ -sponded very well to that ... 


[Du Preez, inter: | ‘ing; *' 01 too long ago South Africa ... 


{[Mandela, conti: ’ .. and therefore the spirit of 
tolerance is gatheriu, momentum. 


[Du Preez] But not too long ago South Africa was seen as 
the hotbed of racism. Let’s look at racism in our society. 
Has that subsided. Are we on our way io become a model 
of racial tolerance? 


[Mandela] There is no doubt—I wouldn't claim that we 
are going to become a model. I think that would be 
presumptuous, but all that | want to say is that we have 
delivered a mortal blow to racism. We have thrown open 
schools and in spite of these hiccups here and there, all 
sections of the community have responded very well and 
olacks of course, that was to be expected, but even the 
most conservative sections of the white community have 
responded very well with a few exceptions. I went to 
various schools about three months back and one of 
these schools was Afrikaans-speaking, where the children 
at the school literally mobbed me, and that indicates to 
you the change in attitudes and that that spirit of racism 
which dominated every sector of our public life is now 
being eliminated, and I'm swtisfied that we have done 
very well in entrenching nonracialism in this country. 


[Mashokwe] Mr. President, let me take you back a bit. 
What would you really regard as low points in the past 
year? 


[Mandela] Well, I do not want to think in terms of 
pessimism and so on and we, as you know, it was the first 
opportunity, the masses of the people this country had, 
to govern and the majority party represent the people 
who have never had experience of governance, and 
having regard to that I do not really see any low points in 
other activities since the announcement of the results of 
the elections. What I regret and which | made known in 
my victory speech was that the African National Con- 
gress and its allies was not the only organizatior. in the 
liberation movement. There are sections of the libera- 
tion movement that were unable to m>ke the threshold 
of 5 percent, and that people who suffered with us should 
not have ihe opportunity of enjoying the results of their 
sacrifives, that to me was one of the low points and I 
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made the call in my victory speech, that I am prepared to 
go Lack to my colleagues to say, let us look at the interim 
Constitution and accommodate those parties who failed 
to make the threshold, but I got no cooperation from 
those parties. 


[Mashokwe] President Mandela, the IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party] is not celebrating tomorrow; they are 
mourning because they say the ANC and the NP 
[Nationa! Party] did not honor the international media- 
tion agreement and there is no reason for them to 
celebrate. Are you surprised by this move? 


[Mandela] We have introduced the culture of democracy 
in this country, and we have expressly acknowledged the 
right of protest because this is one of the weapons we 
used as a liberation movement. There are some political 
parties who never embarked on protest, they had no 
reason to; and they consider this period to be one in 
which they can try and catch up with the democratic 
forces and stage all sorts of protests. And that is their 
right to do so. But in regard to the specific question, to 
the particular organization you referred to, you must 
remember that Dr. Ben Ngubane, the minister of art, 
culture, science and technology, is actually the man who 
is Organizing the cultural program tomorrow. He is a 
member of the central committee of the party you have 
referred to, and it doesn’t appear to us that this is 
something we have to worry about. The point is that the 
masses of the people of South Africa are going to 
celebrate for the country. 


[Du Preez] Mr. President, every time, every now and 
again the concern of our nation moves toward KwaZulu/ 
Natal; that problem does not seem to have been resolved 
properly. Does the whole KwaZulu/Natal problem not 
concern you intensely, and what is to be done? 


[Mandela] We have always had that problem. It was 
there even before I was released from jail. But in spite of 
that, we have made breakthroughs over the last five 
years. We were able to call all political parties, and as a 
result of negotiations we were able to make this break- 
through, have an interim constitution, set a date for the 
elections—in spite of opposition especially from that 
quarter. We had the elections, we have now emerged as 
the victory party, and we have introduced the concept of 
a government of national unity, and it is operating very 
well. 


{Du Preez] Do you think that Inkatha has found the 
balance between being part of your government of 
national unity and being an opposition? It seems some- 
times they don’t know. 


[Mandela] Well, I wouldn’t like to comment on the 
perceptions and the activities of any other political party 
except to say that we are determined to have the govern- 
ment of national unity working, to mobilize the country, 
to unite the country, and to, of course, maintain the 
spirit of reconciliation. No use of blackmail and coercion 
will disturb us from our program of nation-building. We 
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have continued to move forward, and there is no force in 
this country that can stop us from moving forward. 


[Molebatse] Mr. President, is that an assurance to the 
nation basically that in terms of security, in terms what 
could or could not happen in KwaZulu as of tomorrow, 
in terms of what could happen, the local elections that 
are coming up, that we have not much to worry about? 


[Mandela] Well, one of the things we must understand is 
that we are in government in this country—in every part 
of this country, including those areas where as a majority 
party we were defeated in the elections, and the question 
of security is one that we ure addressing. One of the 
things we are not going to do is to allow anybody or 
political party to choose the battlefield for us. We will 
choose the battlefield at our own time. And that is our 
approach, and we are supremely confident that we have 
a firm grip on governments in this country, and that we 
are able to address any particular problem when we think 
that the opportunity is right. 


[Mashokwe] Mr. President, what keers this government 
of national unity together? Could you let us into the 
secret? 


[Mandela] The leaders in the government of national 
unity recognize the importance of unity, and they are 
contributing constructively to the task of nation-building 
and of addressing the basic needs of our people to which 
I have referred. 


[Mashokwe] But is the honeymoon not over? People are 
saying the honeymoon was too long, and perhaps we are 
seeing attitudes beginning to firm. 


[Mandela] Well, the honeymoon is always amongst 
lovers, and it indicates a lasting relationship; it’s fol- 
lowed by a lasting relationship. Anybody who admits 
that there was a honeymoon is also admitting that that 
relationship is there to endure forever. 


[Molebatse] Mr. President, still on matters of govern- 
ment of national unity. Is there at any point where you 
have to come in and quell possible conflict of interest 
where one party would know some information which, if 
used in a particular way, could enhance the fortunes or 
misfortunes of the other? Is there a secret pact, a deal 
that you have made that you can go so far but what you 
know within the GNU [government of national unity], 
and no further? [as heard] 


[Mandela] No, there’s no such agreement, and of course 
problems will arise which we will address, sensitive 
problems which are better addressed by the leadership 
and the cabinet. This has been the pattern long before the 
27th of April last year. There were many critical issues 
which I discussed both with President P.W. Botha as well 
as Mr. de Klerk before I left prison. And we have 
continued with that approach long before the 27th of 
April when I was outside: When there are sensitive issues 
to go to the president of the day, and to say here is a 
problem, we must not allow this problem to interfere 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-081 
27 April 1995 


with our work of negotiating and of searching for solu- 
tions. And it is one of the best ways of addressing 
problems, forgetting about the pavilion, and concen- 
trating on problems and discussing them quietly. To be 
quietly efficient is one of the marks of good leadership, 
and we don’t have to shout about our dii..rences. Where 
we can resolve them by sitti ig down and iron them out, 
we have to do so. 


[Molebatse] Mr. President, maybe if I could just follow 
up. | would like to take you back to the KwaZulu/natal 
situation and the international mediation issue. It seems 
to me that there is a variance in terms of the interpreta- 
tion in terms of which document is it that international 
mediation should be discussed upon. Can you be defin- 
itive to us whether we are talking of only what is 
contained in the April 19 document, or perhaps some 
parts of what was discussed earlier on in March? Actually 
where are we in terms of this, and how soon are we going 
to see any kind of resolution to that problem? 


[Mandela] The task group that we set up broke down on 
the question of what issues do we require international 
mediation, because we have moved from the day when 
we made this agreement. One of the aspects of the 
agreement is that the province of KwaZulu/Natal should 
draw up its own constitution and make provision for 
many of the things where they say they want interna- 
tional mediation. They have not taken that steps. Many 
of these issues could be addressed in that constitution, 
but even more important you must understand that the 
king of the Zulus, His Majesty King Zwelithini, has 
taken an attitude—his attitude is totally different from 
what it was when we had this agreement. We can’t ignore 
that, and thirdly, and I want this to be understood, no 
individual, no organization is compelled ... [pauses] is 
going to compel me to take an action through blackmail 
and coercion. It’s out of the question that I’m going to 
address any issue if the party concerned is using black- 
mail and coercion. 


[Du Preez] President Mandela, may I shift our focus a 
little bit? The gap between the rich and the poor in our 
country is dangerously big and some analysts say the rich 
are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer. Does 
that concern you and what is to be done? 


{Mandela} Once you look at our demands which we put 
very clearly before the election you will understand that 
we are concerned with that. Now one of the first things 
we did when we came out of prison and when our leaders 
from abroad joined us, is to involve all sections of the 
population in addressing the serious problems facing the 
masses of the people. We introduced the forum which 
brought together the government and employers and 
employees to discuss matters of common interest. Now 
we have Nedlac [National Economic Development and 
Labor Council] which has widened this forum of consul- 
tation, and you'll find in that forum organizations which 
have been rivals who are now discussing these questions. 
Let me tell you that quite apart, quite apart from what 
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the government is doing, our organization has taken 
steps to address some of these problems. We have built 
or upgraded hospitals and schools in Venda, Lebowa, 
Gazankulu, in the Free State, in the Western Cape, in 
Pietermaritzburg, in the Transkei. We are doing that as 
an organization together with private enterprise, and 
that shows how we are concerned with precisely the 
question of this gap. We are trying to close it quite apart 
from what the government is doing, and I think that in 
spite of the poverty of our people, as I came out of prison 
I made the statement that I see that our people are poorer 
than they were when I went to jail, and these are the 
questions that we are addressing. I have gone right round 
the world. There is no part of the world I have not 
visited, and one of the aims is to mobilize resources in 
order that we should address this problem. 


[Mashokwe] President Mandela, whilst talking about 
matters economic, we see a situation where double 
inflation has been introduced today. The petrol price is 
going up again, and is this the time for belt-tightening, 
would you say? 


[Mandela] Well, you must understand, that we have in 
fact inherited serious economic problems as the govern- 
ment of rational unity. We have a public debt of about 
250 billion rand, and to service that public debt we have 
to pay 28 billion a year and there was a flight of capital 
before we took over. We are now stabilizing the situation 
and we are introducing this culture of belt-tightening, 
and I think having regard to the problems that we have 
inherited, we are able, we have laid the foundation for 
sustainable economic growth. We are reducing the def- 
icit and we are trying to reduce inflation. We have a 
finance minister who is upfront in ensuring that the 
government consumption is reduced and that the 
country should live within its means, but again this is not 
an event that can be achieved overnight. It is a process 
which is going to last for some time, even for years, 
before we can completely turn round the mess that has 
been created by the previous government, but one of the 
most important points is that there is cooperation 
between the government of national unity and decision- 
makers in the economy of the country. We are consulting 
regularly and even today, today at lunch I invited one of 
the most powerful business people in this country, and 
we discussed some matters of common interest— 
discussed the position of the children, the youth— close 
to 20,000 youths in prisons, and to find some alternative 
accommodation and putting that against the economic 
problems that are facing the country. 


[Du Preez] Mr. Mandela, I want to talk about two 
constituencies in your country, in our country, that feel 
more and more unhappy, and I’m talking about the two 
Afrikaans-speaking communities, the Afrikaners and the 
so-called colored people. Now every time they make 
their voices heard you reassure them and your colleagues 
have told them things. Somehow it does not make them 
feel happier. Is there anything you can tell these commu- 
nities tonight, and they probably have different reasons 
for feeling unhappy, that would really put them at rest? 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


[Mandela] That perception is not based on facts, and I 
think that we should make our statements on facts, on 
the basis of what is happening today. You will have 
noticed that before the election my support amongst 
coloreds, Indians and whites was as low as | percent. In 
the recent survey the coloreds’ support, the support I 
enjoy from the colored community is 5! percent, 
amongst Indians 66 percent, amongst whites 55 percent, 
and 88 percent amongst Africans. We have changed 
perceptions whatever concerns are still there. We have 
changed perceptions. For a man who enjoyed | 1 percent 
support to get 51 percent, 55 percent, 66 percent from 
these communities shows that the situation is changing. 
I have made a statement which perhaps is now boring 
when I say I went after a month after I was inaugurated, 
I went to a very big Afrikaans congregation in Pretoria 
and after the service I said: If I were here only two years 
ago, the security forces would have had to defend me 
against people who wanted to kill me out of hatred. This 
time they had to defend me against people who wanted 
to kill me out of love, because everybody wanted to 
shake hands, wanted to touch and even to embrace. That 
indicates to you the change in the attitude of the Afri- 
kaner community. 


[Du Preez] That’s toward you as a person, is it not? 


[Mandela] Well, I represent an organization, I put for- 
ward policies which express the policy of the organiza- 
tion. It is my colleagues, when I was in jail—relaxing in 
jail—who were sacrificing, building this organization, 
who raised one of the most important political voices in 
this country. It is the policy which they themselves 
worked out that I’m merely expressing, and therefore it 
may well be that people are concentrating on an old man 
who was in prison for so long, and who is now committed 
as my colleagues, to nation-building, and to the spirit of 
reconciliation. And I don’t think that we should separate 
an individual from the team of men of which he’s part. 


[Mashokwe] Mr. President, the government is being 
rapped on the knuckles lately for the Boesak affair. 
Perceptions are there that you preempted as government 
the investigations that were going to be taking place by 
coming up with this announcement, and you're playing 
political games, you’re trying to hug a buddy who sup- 
ported you in the days of the struggle. What is your 
comment to this? 


[Mandela] Once there’s an investigation by a profes- 
sional who has clear credentials, those who challenge his 
conclusions must advance a reason for doing so. And we 
have investigated these allegations, and we've found that 
they are baseless, and those who challenge that conclu- 
sion have got an obligation to the community to say: On 
these grounds that we also have investigated, those 
conclusions are baseless. 


{[Mashokwe] Is he getting a position in government? 


[Mandela] Well, that is for Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki and the minister of foreign affairs. 
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[Du Preez] Mr. President, can I, while you are talking 
about Deputy President Mbeki, can I ask you some- 
thing? Looking at the recent past, Deputy President 
Mbeki has played a very strong role. You have given him 
many important tasks. Is Deputy President Thabo 
pom becoming the de facto prime minister of South 
Africa? 


[Mandela] Well, I wouldn’t like to attach labels to people 
who are assuming certain duties. I give duties to both 
Deputy President Mbeki and Deputy President de Klerk. 
On the question of, for example, of Armscor [Arma- 
ments Corporation of South / ‘rica] and Denel, I went to 
the United States of America, I had negotiations with 
President Clinton, and I came back and I said to Mr. de 
Klerk: Handle this matter. I have done so on many 
issues. He may not have the same profile perhaps as 
Thabo Mbeki, but I assign duties to both of them, and 
therefore if at all, if you want to put labels you can put 
labels to both of them, because they are gradually 
assuming responsibility. My task is to supervise govern- 
ments and to remain above the day to day issues in order 
to ensure that the government has got a firm grip of 
governance, and it’s unavoidable to delegate, and these 
two competent deputy presidents are discharging their 
duties very well. 


[Molebatse) Mr. President, still not really talking about 
Dr. Boesak as such, but the relationship now of our 
government ir South Africa with the DanChurch Aid 
and Denmark, the country that really supported this 
country for a long time. Are we seeing a disparity? Are 
we seeing a problem in this area at all? 


[Mandela] Isn’t that superficial. Anywhere there are 
problems. The critical point is that when there are 
problems the leadership should rise to the occasion and 
address those problem. We have the capacity and will- 
ingness to stand....to face the challenge and we are 
having discussions with the church and we must accept 
that those problems will continue to... 


{Mashokwe interrupting] Mr. President, ... 


{Mandela continuing]...and all that is necessary is that 
the leadership should have the capacity and the determi- 
nation to address problems. 


[Mashokwe] We're left with about two minutes. Would 
you like to tell us why you fired Winnie Mandela? 


[Mandela] What? 


[Mashokwe] Would you like to tell us why you fired 
Deputy Minister Winnie Mandela? Is it possible? 


[Mandela] Well that is a matter of common knowledge. 
Anybody who does not know now why I fired her will not 
know, no matter how much information I give you. 


(Molebatse] Mr. President, I want to continue a little bit 
about your leadership internationally and here on the 
continent of Africa. Obviously, before your presidency 
and during your presidency people are expecting you to 
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give leadership to Africa and there seems to be so much 
bloodshed, if you wish, or conflict. What is it that you are 
planning to do to help Africa at this point, having had 
help from Africa during our days of struggle? 


[Mandela] We must not exaggerate situations. Sarajevo 
is not in Africa and people are being slaughtered there 
and there have been many similar instances in Europe. 
We must not exaggerate what is happening in Africa. It is 
partly the legacy of colonialism but we have experienced 
leaders on this continent who are highly gifted who are 
addressing this problem and it would be a mistake to 
look upon any individual as being able, you know, to 
bring solutions in what is happening in other parts of 
Africa. I would prefer to work through existing organi- 
zations, the OAU, the United Nations and other regional 
bodies. 


{[Mashokwe] Mr. President let me thank you for having 
taken time to talk to us tonight and on behalf of 


everybody else a good night. 
{Mandela} Thank you. You’re welcome. 


Mandela’s Freedom Day Speech 


MB2704101295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0949 
GMT 27 Apr 95 


[Speech by President Nelson Mandela at the Freedom 
Day celebrations at the Union Buildings in Pretoria on 
27 April] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Honourable ministers; premier 
of the Gauteng Province; councillors of Pretoria and 
Johannesburg; friends from abroad and the diplomatic 
corps; distinguished guests; fellow South Africans; as 
dawn ushered in this day, the 27th of April 1995, few of 
us could suppress the welling of emotion, as we were 
reminded of the terrible past from which we come as a 
nation; the great possibilities that we now have; and the 
bright future that beckons us. 


And so we assemble here today, and in other parts of the 
country, to mark a historic day in the life of our nation. 
Wherever South Africans are across the globe, our hearts 
beat as one, as we renew our common loyalty to our 
country and our commitment to its future. 


The birth of our South African nation has, like any other, 
passed through a long and often painful process. The 
ultimate goal of a better life has yet to be realised. 


But if any one day marked the crossing of the divide 
from a past of conflict and division to the possibility of 
unity and peace; from inequality to equality; from a 
history of oppression to a future of freedom, it is 27 April 
1994. 


On this day, you, the people, took your destiny into your 
own hands. You decided that nothing would prevent you 
from exercising your hard-won right to elect a govern- 
ment of your choice. Your patience, your discipline, 
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your single-minded purposefulness have become a 
legend throughout the world. 


You won this respect because you made the simple but 
profound statement that the time had come for the 
people to govern. You turned our diversity from a 
weakness to be exploited for selfish ends; into a richness 
to be celebrated for the good of all. Today, we meet to 
reaffirm that we are one people with one destiny; a 
destiny that we can now shape together from the sweat of 
our brows. 


Dear compatriots, we have learnt over the first freedom 
year that there is no short-cut to making South Africa the 
country of our dreams. It requires hard work by those 
entrusted with positions of responsibility in government. 
It demands that workers and employers work tugether to 
produce efficiently and compete with the best in the 
world, to achieve equity and to help create more jobs. 


It requires hard work on the part of farmers and farm- 
workers, to feed the nation and provide raw materials, 
even in the face of adversity. It requires hard work by 
students and teachers to build a literate, skilled and 
learned nation. It requires greater exertion by our sports- 
persons and artists to always offer the best for ie 
country and its people. 


It demands of all of us, wherever we may be, to exerc 
our rights as citizens; and do so without infringing on th 
rights of others. 


South Africa is firmly set on the road to peace and 
prosperity. In the spirit of Masakhane [mutual construc- 
tion], we must, as a nation, strive to do better, and even 
better, all the time. This is the challenge that we face, as 
we enter the second freedom year. 


The rights that we now enjoy should be improved as we 
draft the new constitution. And you, and only you, can 
ensure that the Constitutional Assembly produces what 
is best for the country. 


We must ensure that democracy reaches our localities, at 
work and everywhere we interact. To make the RDP 
[Reconstruction and Development Program] work, we 
must all register for the November local government 
elections. 


On its part, government is finalising guidelines for next 
year’s budget: to ensure greater spending on education, 
health, housing and other needs. We are determined that 
public funds must be spent responsibly and in an open 
fashion. 


The projects we have started in Odi-Moretele, Weenen, 
Ibhayi, the East Rand, Kutama-Sinthumule, Mogopa 
and other areas have shown that the people, working 
together with government, can improve their lives. 


The phasing in of free education; free medical care to 
children under six and pregnant mothers; cut down on 
bureaucratic red tape; ensure that there are community 
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structures to manage the programmes; and direct more 
relief to the poorest sections of society. 


Fellow South Africans; 27 April bequeathed us the 
supreme bodies to make laws and guard our democratic 


rights. 


As we move into the second freedom year, our democ- 
racy vill be strengthened by the welcome role of bodies 
such as the constitutional court, Human Rights Commis- 
sion and the soon-to-be-established Truth and Reconcil- 
iation Commission, not only to correct past wrongs, but 
also to create a better future. 


In the same vein, we shall need more systematic work in 
parliament to complete the legal framework needed for 
transformation. 


But freedom would be meaningless without security in 
the home and in the streets. It is for this reason that 
government has set in motion a plan to deal firmly with 
crime and violence. Discussions have been completed to 
allocate more resources for the training of police officers, 
improving facilities in areas ignored under apartheid, 
and to facilitate the setting up of more police community 
forums. These funds will be acquired both from the 
shifting of priorities in the ministry concerned, and from 
the RDP fund. 


In the spirit of Masakhane [mutual reconstruction], 
where communities succeed in co-operating with the 
police to bring down the levels of crime, and where they 
ensure that services are paid for, serious consideration 
will be given to increase the investment of public funds 
in these localities. 


We thank the security forces, whose support for the 
process of change has been invaluable. In the spirit of 
goodwill that accompanies this, our first Freedom Day, I 
have decided to grant amnesty to the following catego- 
ries of prisoners: 


Firstly, a special remission of sentences of one quarter 
for all prisoners with a maximum remission of six 
months. This amnesty will not apply to prisoners sen- 
tenced for child abuse. 


Secondly, a remission of sentences on all persons who 
were charged solely for the possession, before 6 
December 1993, of arms, ammunition, explosives and 
explosive devices, associated with political conflicts of 
the past, irrespective of their political affiliation. 


These measures will come into effect as soon as the 
departments concerned have completed the necessary 
administrative procedures. 


We hope that through this act of goodwill, we are sending 
message to all prisoners that they should mend their 
ways and make a fresh start. We appeal to society to help 
them resettle in communities as responsible and law- 
abiding citizens. 
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Fellow compatriots; over the past year we have con- 
founded the prophets of doom; and we shall do so for 
many, many more years to come. 


On behalf of the Government of National Unity, I wish 
to thank all South Africans who have made this, our 
miracle possible. As a nation, we extend our gratitude to 
the international community whose force of example, 
encouragement and support has strengthened us in this 
difficult task. 


I also wish to congratulate Minister Ben Ngubane and his 
team for the excellent work they have done to make this 
celebration the success that it promises to be. Theirs has 
been a lofty example of united action in the national 
interest. 


As our nation did a year ago, let each community take its 
destiny into its own hands by ensuring that everyone 
registers as a voter by the Ist of June. 


Enriched by the experience of the first freedom year, let 
us work together, with each other and for each other, in 
the spirit of Masakhane! 


De Klerk Delivers Speech in Cape Town 


MB2704092695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0841 
GMT 27 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town April 27 SAPA— 
South Africans faced the challenge of building a new 
nation based on the need for all the people to work 
together if they wished to succeed, Deputy President F 
W de Klerk said on Thursday [27 April]. 


Delivering a Freedom Day address on Cape Town’s 
Grand Parade, he said South Africans’ challenge was to 
build a new, forward-looking nation with new focal 
points of common loyalty. ““We will have to build our 
new nation on common values enshrined in our new 
constitution and bill of rights.” 


Mr de Klerk, the main speaker at the festivities, said 
other challenges facing the country included: 


—Making democracy work. “The spirit of toleration, 
consensus and respect for the law that is embodied in 
the constitution must also permeate our lives and the 
lives of our communities.” 


—Building the economy. “Our people need jobs. They 
need houses. They need access to fresh water and 
electricity. They need decent health care and educa- 
tion.” 


—Making a better life for millions of people. “All of our 
political parties, all of us assembled in the central 
parliament, in provincial parliaments, our civil ser- 
vants, our non-governmental organisations, our 
churches, our trade unions and the private sector 
should join in a concerted effort to realise the RDP’s 
[Reconstruction and Development Program] 
vision...” 
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— Building a strong and united South African nation. “It 
will be a nation freed from the bonds and injustices of 
the past...A rainbow nation free to grow and prosper 
and take its rightful place among the greatest nations 
on earth.” 


Mr de Klerk said the April 27 election last year had freed 
all South Africans from many burdens of their history— 
“from the divisions, the conflict and the bitterness that 
had been our heritage for more than 300 years”. 


“It made it possible for us—for the first time in our 
history—to greet one another as equals and as fellow 
South Africans. And this has been a great liberation for 
us all.” 


ANC Supporters Block Road To Prevent IFP 
March 


ML2704101595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1002 
GMT 27 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban April 27 SAPA— 
About 1,000 African National Congress supporters 
blocked the N2 highway at Umgababa on the KwaZulu/ 
Natal south coast on Thursday [27 April] morning, 
apparently to prevent Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] 
supporters from travelling to a march in Durban. 


KwaZulu/Natal police spokesman Maj Anand Pillay said 
police and the SA [South African] National Defence 
Force were on the scene and traffic was being redirected. 
According to police reports, the ANC members were 
sitting on the road and refused to move. 


Meanwhile, at Umlazi, outside Durban, members of the 
police Internal Stability Divition were deployed in a 
section to monitor the area after receiving reports of 
possible conflict between ANC supporters and IFP mem- 
bers also on their way to the Durban march. 


Several hundred IFP supporters gathered at Curries 
Fountain in Durban, chanting and waving traditional 
weapons. Peace Monitors and police kept a close watch 
on the situation. 


IFP members are due to march through Durban later on 
Thursday to highlight the party’s demands for interna- 
tional mediation on constitutional issues. 


SACOB Views ‘Improved Economic Performance’ 


MB2704084295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0820 
GMT 27 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 27 SAPA— 
South Africa’s [SA] improved economic performance, 
coupled with the Reconstruction and Development Pro- 
gramme, had put the country in a much stronger position 
to address poverty and unemployment, the SA Chamber 
of Business [SACOB] said on Thursday [27 April]. 


Considerable progress had been made since elections 
brought democracy to South Africa, and the economy 
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had made its contribution to reconciliation and nation- 
building, a SACOB spokesman said in a statement to 
mark Freedom Day. 


Renewed access to foreign markets for trade and capital, 
both of which were vital for economic prosperity, were 
among the most fundamental changes to the country’s 
economic position. 


And business confidence, as seen in fixed private invest- 
ment, reflected a positive view of South Africa’s eco- 
nomic prospects. 


The challenge of the next year, SACOB said, was to 
pursue the right policies to consolidate political and 
economic gains. Existing expectations left no room for 
complacency, and escalating crime and low productivity 
were major problems which urgently needed to be 
tackled, SACOB said. 


Finance Minister on ‘Roadshow’ for Investors 


MB2604 165695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1641 
GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria April 26 SAPA— 
Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg on Wednesday [26 
April] said his coming international “roadshow” was not 
aimed at raising money but to keep foreign investors 
abreast of developments in the South African economy. 


He told a press briefing in Pretoria his visit to Tokyo was 
the only possible exception, where a bond issue denom- 
inated in Japanese yen would be made “‘if things look 
right”. A decision on this would made in about ten days. 
“The Japanese are notorious savers and their liquidity is 
building up, which makes the Tokyo markets attractive.” 


Mr Liebenberg said although South Africa could double 
its foreign debt if the country’s economy were managed 
by World Bank standard’s, there was no need to borrow 
at the moment. “We would only enter foreign markets in 
a benchmarking exercise,” he said. South Africa’s for- 
eign loans and debts amounted to R250-billion [rands}, 
which was below that of some countries in the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 


Mr Liebenberg said his “roadshow” entailed visits to 
banks and other financial institutions in New York, 
London, Frankfurt, Zurich and Tokyo. He would be 
accompanied by Minister Without Portfolio Jay Naidoo 
and senior Finance Department officials. The trip was 
mainly a communication exercise to inform foreign 
investors on what was happening with South Africa’s 
national budget and how the country was measuring up 
to the milestones it had set for itself. In future, similar 
visits would be paid annually to South Africa’s likely 
foreign borrowing markets, Mr Liebenberg said. 


He added that South Africa was not in debt trap at the 
moment, but the country had to be on the lookout not to 
fall into one. Mr Liebenberg said he shared the view that 
the South African economy might be overheating, but he 
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saw no need for interference at the moment. “We don’t 
want to stifle growth,” he said. 


Economist Says Investors Will Not Lend After 99 


MB2604 172495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1651 
GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Apr 26 SAPA— 
Foreign financiers appear to be unwilling to lend money 
to South Africa beyond the next general election, Board 
of Executors [BOE] chief economist Rob Lee said. 


“Existing loans of up to three years maturity are appar- 
ently referred to by some foreign investors as ‘Mandela 
put options’—that is investors will be repaid while 
President Mandela is likely to still be around,” he said in 
the BOE’s latest investment outlook. The next general 
election is scheduled to be held in 1999 and President 
Nelson Mandela has already indicated he will not stand 
for a second presidential term. 


Lee warns it is critical for a sustainable economic 
recovery beyond 1996 that South Africa attract longer 
term loan capital, portfolio investment and substantial 
foreign direct investment. “Otherwise we fear that the 
current economic recovery, after a promising start, will 
in the end turn out to be of the familiar stop-go variety.” 
The danger signs are already signalling that the economic 
recovery is becoming overdependent on short term cap- 
ital flows. In this case, the Reserve Bank would be 
increasingly inclined to press the brakes in 1995 and 
1996, by lifting interest rates. 


‘‘A more radical and imaginative approach to economic 
management is now needed to attract long term capital 
and direct investment,” Lee urged. However, he said 
economic growth this year and in 1996 is promising, as 
investment spending gathers further momentum. 
Replacement of obsolete industrial capacity, Recon- 
struction and Development Programme spending and 
high business confidence would bouy investment 
spending this year. 


The economy's improvement and rapid earnings growth 
have however already been discounted by the equity 
market. The level of share prices will likely only move 
upwards if the economic recovery can be sustained 
beyond 1996. “There is a significant probability that this 
will not be the case.” Lee urged investors to approach the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange [JSE] with caution, 
although stocks could be supported by the JSE’s inclu- 
sion in key emerging market indices. 


Bank ‘Upbeat’ About Trade in Next 3 Years 


MB2204 182895 Johannesburg FINANCE WEEK in 
English 13-19 Apr 95 pp 4, 5 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] SA [South Africa] now stands 
unprotected in the world trade environment after the 
abolition of the financial rand swept away any currency 
prop from the vagaries of international sentiment. 
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But Standard Bank’s economics division is upbeat about 
SA’s trade potential during the next three years. It 
forecasts steady export growth, where export growth of 
8.5 percent will fall in line with import increases in 1996 
and will lag a percentage point behind 9 percent import 
growth in 1997. 


This year, however, anticipated 10 percent import 
growth will outstrip expected 7 percent export expan- 
sion, although to a lesser degree than last year when 
surging imports left a more than 12 percent gap between 
the two. 


Standard Bank remarks that the phase of steady and 
more stable cyclical economic growth envisaged in the 
medium term for SA’s traditional trading partners bodes 
well for export growth. It comments: “This, together 
with new structural international growth dynamics and 
newly opened market areas, points to a favourable 
export growth outlook in the medium term.” 


But imports are likely to remain strong. The economics 
division concludes that if RDP [Reconstruction and 
Development Program] development takes place in an 
environment of strong broadly based public and private 
sector economic growth, with significant fixed invest- 
ment and rising personal income levels in the economy, 
a slowdown in imports is unlikely. 


Several strong international trade trends have significant 
implications for SA’s newly acceptable economy. Stan- 
dard pinpoints a number of factors that will colour the 
domestic trade outlook. These include the effect of the 
abolition of apartheid on trade, international structural 
political, economic and technological developments and 
world business cycle developments. 


The bank notes the scrapping of arartheid is opening up 
markets previously closed to SA exporters, and trade 
performance already reflects growing trade with the 
former USSR and its satellites, with the Peoples 
Republic of China and with other countries in the old 
central plan economy groupings. 


Rapid growth has also taken place between SA and 
North America, Australia, New Zealand and Scandi- 
navia and between SA and African states. 


Obviously a side effect of the transition to a new political 
dispensation is SA can no longer hide behind the apart- 
heid “moat”, Standard points out, and “much of its 
industrial sector finds itself uncompetitive and thus 
faces a stiff challenge to its survival from foreign com- 
petition”. 


Current global developments will challenge SA to keep 
up with rapid advances in technology, to create a climate 
for business which takes advantage of Production factor 
mobility and to “sy matically identify, develop and 
exploit complementan. .s in trade with all the major 
trading blocs.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-081 
27 April 1995 


SA will have to be careful to prepare for the potentially 
politically destabilising forces the former command 
economies may have on raw material and industrial 
commodity markets, the bank's economics division 
warns. 


Trade Balance Posts Ist Deficit in 30 Months 


MB2604 153295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1505 
GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 26 SAPA— 
South Africa’s monthly trade balance dived into a deficit 
in March, as import growth powered ahead and exports 
slumped, figures released Wednesday [26 April] by the 
Customs and Excise Department show. 


The monthly trade balance fell to a deficit—for the first 
time in 30 months—of R570.5-million [rands] last 
month compared to surpluses of R315.9-million and 
R1.043-billion in February and January respectively. 
South African Foreign Trade Organisation economist 
Linda Smith said the Reserve Bank would likely take a 
serious view on the deficit. “The deficit is wurrying in 
terms of its potential impact on interest rates,” she said. 


Analysts also feared the rising March inf!ation rate of 
10.2 per cent, also released Wednesday, could prompt 
the monetary authorities to hike interest rates. Imports 
in March continued to escalate, surging to R8.33-billion 
in March from R7.87-billion in the previous month, as 
imports in base metals, and machinery and equipment 
grew strongly. Exports slipped to R7.759-billion from 
R8.183-billion in February and R7.84-billion in Jan- 
uary, aS normally strong diamond exports dropped 
sharply. Smith pointed out the diamond category tradi- 
tionally accounted for 11 per cent of total export earn- 
ings. However, in March, this category only accounted 
for 2.5 per cent of export earnings. 


She also noted exports’ poor performance emphasised 
the need for the country to broaden its export base to 
lower South Africa’s vulnerability to changes in market 
conditions for a few products. She said domestic manu- 
facturers were not geared toward foreign markets, and 
exporters had been unable to secure supplies for exports. 
Economists also attributed the trade balance’s lacklustre 
showing to the unified rand’s strength since its abolition 
in early March, making imports less costly and exports 
less profitable. 


Imports in the first quarter of the year amounted to 
R22.994-billion compared to R16.046-billion in the 
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same period a year earlier, while exports stood at 
R23.783-billion—slightly up on first quarter 1994's 
R20.442-billion. 


The country’s last recorded a monthly trade deficit 30 
months ago, according to revised figures obtained by 
Reuters. Unrevised figures show a trade deficit was last 
registered in August 1982. South Africa sourced the bulk 
of its imports in March from Europe and Asia, while 
exports to these two regions and Africa continued to 
register some growth. 


South African Press Review for 26 Apr 
MB2604 133495 
[FBIS Editorial Report] 


SOWETAN 


Country ‘Million Times Better’ Than Before April 1994 
Election—Referring to the country’s first democratic 
election anniversary on 27 April, Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 26 April in a page 16 editorial 
says the country “may not be perfect now but has all the 
indications of becoming one of the greatest in the 
world.” “South Africa after one year has become the 
symbol of hope for reconciliation and democracy world- 
wide. President Nelson Mandela has steered the ship 
well. South Africa has been placed on a pedestal from 
which it can only be dislodged by choosing a demagogue 
of a mad person for a leader.” SOWETAN believes the 
country is “a million times better than it was before 
April 27 1994.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Three Concerns About Government’s Performance— 
“There can be no denying that President Nelson Man- 
dela’s government is the best in South Africa’s troubled 
history,” declares a page 12 editorial in Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 26 April. “The softly- 
softly approach of Mandela’s administration, and in 
general its avoidance of populist excesses and cheap 
rhetoric, has clearly impressed the outside world. There 
can be no more graphic evidence than the solid perfor- 
mance of the rand since the dual currency system was 
abolished.” BUSINESS DAY gives “much of the credit” 
to President Mandela. However, the paper notes three 
concerns about the government’s performance: the 
Reconstruction and Development Program which “must 
start yielding visible results”; the ANC’s constitutional 
proposals where it has shown “a growing disregard for 
political minorities and a taste for consolidated central 
power’’; and the government’s “unimpressive record on 
corruption within its ranks.”’ These things are “a bad 


way to end a very good year.” 
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Mozambique 


Chissano Views First 100 Days of New 
Government 


MB2004111595 Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
16 Apr 95 pp 16-19 


[interview with Mozambican President Joaquim Alberto 
Chissano by DOMINGO reporter Jorge Matine; place 
and date not given] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Matine] The new government is 
100 days old, but the president of the Republic has been 
around for quite a while. It is true that 100 days is not a 
long time when you think in terms of a country, but it is 
at least enough to see some work being done. Mr. 
President: How < vou see these 100 days? 


[Chissano] You have posed that question quite adroitly. 
You noted it is a new government and, to a certain 
extent, it is also a new president. I am in fact a president 
elected in a new manner, with a new mandate, and new 
responsibilities so, from that point of view at least, I see 
myself as a new president. This time, I am coming into 
government with a new Assembly of the Republic, and it 
has a different composition. What is more, there is a 
climate of peace in the country but there are also great 
challenges, beginning with the national reconstruction 
effort and including the process of restoring the social 
fabric and moral values. Be that as it may, the work I 
have done over this short time allows me to say quite 
confidently that Mozambique has a promising future 
and there is no reason to give up. There is no reason to 
be skeptical. Quite the contrary. there is every reason to 
be optimistic, especially because our people are well 
aware of the challenges ahead and they know they must 
be dealt with patiently, thoughtfully and, above all, 
courageously. This is what gives me the confidence that 
the future will be better. I have done some work over 
these 100 days. One of my more important tasks was to 
devise a new government structure to meet new demands 
and ensure our work is more effective. It has not been 
easy work. We have had to put in many hours of work. I 
cannot say it has been hard work because I have found it 
very interesting, particularly when I discovered the 
myriad variety of government structuring, even in the 
conditions our country is in. It was interesting to pick the 
appropriate basic structure and move on to the second 
stage, that of appointing the ministers. That was yet 
another area where one had to take many things into 
consideration. There were ! riteria that could be 
adopted and there were m ie to choose from. It 
was necessary to pick | o met the specific 
demands of the moment. In view of the complexity of 
the situation, I think I was able to form the government 
in record time. You will remember that I was sworn in 
on 9 December and I had done most of the principal 
work within the next 15 days. Whatever had to be done 
after that was no longer a matter of the utmost urgency, 
rather it was just additions to our basic work. The next 
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task was to define the government’s priority tasks and 
here the government itself has had a hand. It is a new 
government, but is has to continue the work that was 
already under way, correct whatever is necessary, and 
seek innovative ways, beginning with its working 
methods. We have managed to do those things and move 
on to the implementation stage, in addition to dealing 
with organizational matters, basic issues, and preparing 
the talks with donor countries and aid organizations 
represented in our country. Then, on the basis of those 
talks, we had to prepare the government’s participation 
in the talks with the donor consultative group. At the 
same time, it was necessary to prepare the government’s 
program for the next five years and on the basis of that 
program it was necessary to prepare the social and 
economic program for 1995. All that work was also done 
in record time, particularly if you take into account the 
fact that this is a new government, not just in the wake of 
political and structural changes in our country, but also 
because many new faces have come in. What is more, 
both the plan of action and the social and economic 
program were drawn up in time to be submitted to the 
Assembly of the Republic for approval so they could be 
used as the basic documents at the talks with the donor 
community in Paris and to prepare the draft General 
State Budget for 1995. I would say these were the 
principal tasks carried out over this period. For all this 
work to be done, the ministers had to put in a lot of 
overtime and show a lot of dedication. 


However, all those tasks did not prevent us doing other, 
less general, work. We have continued to look into the 
restructuring of enterprises. This allowed us to conclude 
the transformation of the Mozambique Railroad, CFM, 
into a public company and to review the work that needs 
to be done with those companies that must still undergo 
transformation. Given that the government’s structure 
has changed, it was also necessary for each sector to 
consider a new shape for its representative ministry by 
defining organizational structures and attributing duties. 
That work is continuing and we have given a deadline for 
the Council of Ministers to discuss it. At this stage, a 
number of ministers have already said what they think 
about their ministries, others are working in coordina- 
tion with other personnel to avoid duplicating efforts 
and to ensure much needed complementarity and homo- 
geneity at work. I have been looking at provincial 
matters and I have appointed three new provincial 
governors. I note this because a governor is not 
appointed just like that. His appointment must follow 
some background work. 


There was also international work that I had to do, in 
addition to the work done by ministers. I would like to 
note the visits to South Africa and Malawi. These were 
very important visits, both from the point of view of 
cooperation with each of those countries and of ongoing 
regional stability efforts. What is more, they could help 
the country’s reconstruction and development efforts. In 
addition to those contacts, I also attended the conference 
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on social development held in Copenhagen. It was nec- 
essary to prepare for that conference. We were happy to 
note that the development policy we are following coin- 
cides with the wishes of the majority of participants at 
that conference, meaning that our government’s plan of 
action is better. We are going to hold a seminar so society 
can be better informed and so we can draw up a program 
to carry out the tasks set out in that conference. I am sure 
that most of what needs to be done will already appear 
on the program, the only thing is that it must respond 
more directly to the expectations raised at the confer- 
ence. 


This was some of the work we did, in addition to daily 
routine matters, including receiving foreign delegations. 
I would like to note the visit paid by Tanzanian Presi- 
dent Ali Hassan Mwinyi and the meetings with the 
diplomatic corps. We have also had to do reorganization 
work within the cabinet. As you are aware, I have also 
created the post of secretary general and I have 
appointed a new press attache to make more dynamic 
the relationship between the president of the Republic 
and the public through the media and otherwise, which 
should also help the people grasp better the work being 
done by the presidency. 


Looking back on all I have said, I think we need courage 
to maintain the dynamic approach this government has 
shown so far. I think the ministers are willing to work 
very hard. Many of them are working voluntarily, 
without expecting economic, financial, or personal gains. 
Many of them were already well established and doing 
very well on their own. 


[Matine] You have mentioned the word structure quice a 
few times so far. Exactly what structure has the govern- 
ment built? 


{Chissano] As you are aware, I have had to fuse some 
ministries and the state secretariats were abolished. | 
would say we have a slightly fuller presidency of the 
Republic, with more personnel to back the president’s 
work, both in terms of specific and routine work. In a 
nutshell, there are now less ministries but there is greater 
coordination among |/: working sectors. This is the case, 
for instance, with the Ministry for Industry, Commerce, 
and Tourism. We had to make the word “tourism” quite 
clear, because it was a new attribution which highlighted 
an importance which had previously been left out 
because the country lacked the conditions to have a 
ministry of tourism. 


[Matine] The state secretariats may have been abolished, 
but we still have state secretaries... 


[Chissano] The idea was to eliminate the state secretar- 
iats but allow the posts of state secretaries to continue. In 
the end, though, it was decided that those posts must also 
be abolished and we should have only two levels of 
management: ministers and deputy ministers. However, 
that is one matter still open for discussion and there is 
nothing to say we will not restore those positions in the 
future. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 19 


[Matine] The problem resides precisely in what you have 
described as a fuller presidency of the Republic. What is 
the relationship between those officials and the president 
of the Republic or the prime minister? 


[Chissano] It is the same relations‘iip that the president 
has with the prime minister. The people in the presi- 
dency of the Republic are working to help it discharge 
better its duties. I thought the best way to ensure 
complementarity v .s to have the ministers in the presi- 
dency of the Republic also be members of the Council of 
Ministers. 


[Matine] One could then say they are advisers with 
access to the Council of Ministers. 


[Chissano] Advisers have access to the Council of Min- 
isters but they cannot speak. The advisers take care of a 
number of routine issues. They are assistants. The min- 
isters can also do work at that level, in other words 
missions ascribed by the president and on behalf of the 
Council of Ministers. For instance, we sent the minister 
in the presidency for social and economic affairs to the 
conference in Copenhagen. We could have sent the 
planning and finance minister, or the foreign affairs 
minister, but we thought the minister in presidency for 
social and economic affairs was well suited to those 
duties and, besides, the other two ministers were 
involved in other work at that stage. However, an adviser 
could never have been sent in that capacity. Even if he 
did that work, it would not have had the same weight. 
The important thing to be inferred from what I have said 
is that the minister in the presidency does much of the 
background work ordered by the president of the 
Republic, over and above his or her own specific duties. 
The difference between those ministers and the advisers 
is that the latter would deal only with very specific issues, 
give an opinion concerning a problem here, another 
opinion on some other problem there, a study at short 
notice, and so forth. Often, they would like to work 
directly with the ministers, who are freer to deal with 
more general, background issues. 


[Matine] What is the relationship between them and the 
prime minister? 


[Chissano] The relationship is one of subordination. 
They are members of the Council of Ministers like any 
other member. You must not forget that the president of 
the Republic is the head of the government, so the prime 
minister is a kind of primum inter pares [first among 
equals} on whom the president delegates his work and a 
large degree of autonomy. To that end, they are subor- 
dinate to the prime minister. So far, there have not been 
any communication problems nor will there be. 


{[Matine] Mr. President: Were there any difficulties in 
picking people to serve in the government? 


[Chissano] It was not so difficult to pick this one instead 
of that one. At times, though not always, there were so 
many people on offer that it was necessary to determine 
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what criteria to follow. The criterion of competence 
came first. | wanted to have competent people, either 
experienced in their work or training, or both: Wherever 
it was possible, we tried to combine those qualities. If I 
had two candidates before me, one with training but no 
experience, the other with less training but more experi- 
ence, I wouid normally go for the second, but there are 
other aspects to consider. too, particularly a balanced 
regional representativeness. There was the need not to 
convey the impression that choices are made on the basis 
of regional considerations. Rather, we had to have a 
government which reflected Mozambique’s diversity. 


{[Matine] So, there were no special favors, like that 
actress in the Brazilizn series used to say? 


{[Chissano] No, special favors do not work. Fortunately, 
I did not find too many available people when I set about 
forming this government. The words “special favor” do 
not apply here because there was no one an..ious to 
become a minister. At any rate, there were people from 
outside who, on the basis of their own criteria, thought 
this or that person should be a minister. Furthermore, 
there were other points they did not take into consider- 
ation. The fact that you know a person alone is not 
enough. Curiously, some of the people who had been 
suggested turned the offer down when they were 
approached. There were even instances where some 
would say such a person would like to become a minister, 
but we subsequently found that was not true. We fol- 
lowed criteria linked to competence, regional represen- 
tativeness, and gender: We wanted some of the portfolios 
to go to women. 


[Matine] Were there any rewards for women for any 
special reasons? 


[Chissano] It was a deliberate move by the party. There 
was the need to create mechanisms and ways to ensure 
that women could assume leadership positions and par- 
ticipate more actively in the political, economic, and 
social fields. You may recall that this was one of our 
concerns from the outset. Already at the last congress we 
adopted a criterion for election whereby a percentage of 
places are reserved for women. Once that quota was 
filled, women were free to compete with men for other 
positions so they could overtake that percentage. This is 
what happened in Niassa Province when we filled the 
Central Committee. Women were elected in a general 
election and men came second best. We have held on to 
that criterion for the current Assembly of the Republic's 
elections. A total of 35 percent of the people on our lists 
were women. 


{[Matine] When you assessed the first 100 days of this 
government, you talked about security and calm, but 
those are two things we have not had even though we are 
no longer at war. A number of people have voiced— 
some continue to voice it—the opinion that you should 
have dismissed Interior Minister Manuel Antonio. 


[Chissano] | think it is only normal that our citizens 
should think along those lines, but we as leaders must not 
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jump to it simply because the people think it should be 
done. We must delve deep into the problem and diag- 
nose the ills besetting our society. The past has shown 
that impatience resolves nothing. People said the presi- 
dent ought to have done things differently, that he was 
wrong in doing this or that, that he was being overly 
patient, and so on. However, when the results appeared, 
everybody forgot the problem and applauded. In this 
case, I think I must first determine the causes of the 
problem. If th inister is the cause, then obviously he 
will be removed but so far we have had no reason to 
think he is responsible for what is happening. In fact, 
there are many other reasons which might weigh more. 
Be that as it may, ! shall follow closely my ministers’ 
performance, so I can see when they behave irrespon- 
sibly, whether deliberately or otherwise, and then action 
will be taken. I must say that at this stage there is no 
reason for me to do so. If I reached any such conclusion 
now, it would have been a hasty conclusion. During the 
war, war crimes were indistinguishable from common 
crimes. Now that the war is over, we have common 
crime and there is more and more the tendency to blame 
institutions and even individuals, whereas before we all 
felt responsible. 


{[Matine] Be that as it may, the general feeling, Mr. 
President, is that we cannot continue to have this situa- 
tion. Why is police restructuring taking so long? 


[Chissano] During the Rome talks, when we found there 
was going to be a massive demobilization of the armed 
forces, we began looking for ways to increase our police 
force’s civilian, technical, and organizational capabili- 
ties, in addition to giving it more material resources. All 
the efforts we had begun indicating the possibility of an 
immediate replacement fell by the wayside first because 
we misjudged our opponents, and that misjudgement 
was increased by the international community's erro- 
neous assessment, comparing us with a very different 
country such as Angola, where the war resumed and the 
blame was laid at the door of the government-controlled 
police force. Well, our war had ended two years earlier, 
there was no provocation that might lead to war, and 
there were no signs that war might resume and even less 
that a return to war might be prompted by the behavior 
of our police force. Thus, the wrong assessment was 
made and it hindered the ability of our forces to adapt. 
You will recall that before we had several defense forces, 
including the vigilance groups, the people's militia, and 
the very police force acting in conjunction with the 
Army. Unfortunately, none of that is possible today yet 
because of the political changes the country has experi- 
enced. There is the need to understand once again that 
crime can only be reduced if we act jointly, but that 
needs a course of action. Were it back in the old days. we 
could think of taking some measures, but such measures 
could have immediate political consequences that might 
lead us to even greater instability. In view of that. we 
must act very thoughtfully. The first step to be taken is 
what we are doing now: We are reorganizing the Interior 
Ministry, the police, and the armed forces, which are 
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virtually inoperative at this stage because of the way they 
were created, showing clearly the situation our police 
force would be in had we paid heed to those foreigners 
who wanted us to make the same arrangements with 
police that we had made with the armed forces. The 
situation the armed forces are in shows we would have 
even more chaos. 


Now that we are at peace and elections have been held, 
we have to think more positively—trust is being built 
among political parties, civilian society, and so on. Thus 
we can easily go forward with this reorganization pro- 
cess, and once the process is concluded we will see how 
civilian society can best participate in the fight against 
crime. We also have to take into account that in the past 
the police had substantial technical assistance and for- 
eign counseling, we had some materiel assistance; it was 
not enough but at least it was of help. We now no longer 
have the materiel assistance. Fortunately, the interna- 
tional community is now showing some interest in 
assisting us in this field: The UN Development Program 
is interested and is holding talks with the Interior Min- 
istry to establish what the international community can 
do to assist efforts to reorganize the police. The French 
Government showed interest when I visited France and 
has again shown interest in helping us in this field. When 
I went to Denmark, the cooperation minister told me 
that his government was interested in granting Mozam- 
bique materiel and financial assistance if the need arises, 
so there is some concern by a number countries who are 
interested in helping. Holland previously had rejected 
assisting us in this field but is now realizing that it is not 
a military but a civilian component, that we need secu- 
rity to support the economic and social development, the 
tranquility of citizens, defend human rights, and so on. 
So we should take all this into account and the fact that 
the budget has not been approved, and that at present 
there can be no investment even in the police sector. 
Therefore, there are investments at hand that cannot be 
implemented, we know that resources are very limited; 
there were accounts to be settled in other sectors, and we 
have not yet been able to discuss assistance for the police 
because it is not time yet, since we have to wait for the 
budget. There is need for the police to have new tech- 
nical training, major ethical preparation, and better 
equipment and treatment. Lastly, one should take into 
account the increased crime rate in the region—crime 
has increased more in neighboring countries than in 
Mozambique. For instance, I read in the papers that it is 
estimated that in South Africa, 52 of every 100,000 
people are murdered. Mozambique cannot compete in 
crime with South Africa. If the crime rate in Mozam- 
bique were like that, in the city of Maputo for instance, 
520 people would be murdered per year. This means that 
crime is a regional problem and we know that most of the 
crimes here are related to inter-country networks— 
people are killed because someone wants to steal a car to 
sell in a neighboring country. We have learned that these 
networks are mostly based in South Africa but operate in 
Swaziland, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Malawi, and so on. 
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Another fact is that our borders are not wel! protected, a 
number of customs and immigration posts have been 
closed, and intense activity is needed to reinstate these 
border posts. It also will be necessary to patrol both sides 
of the border and corrdinate so as to avoid incidents 
such as the one that teok place along the Swazi border 
when Swazi security forces operated in our country 
without coordination, resulting in the deaths of Mozam- 
bican citizens. The theft of cattle is across borders and 
one cannot locate it—the theft of vehicles, drugs, arms, 
and so on—these are the kinds of crimes that lead to 
murder. It has been reported that people are exporting 
human parts although it has not been proved. | believe 
this criminal activity is not new. In the 1950's I used to 
hear about “Malayithxa” [expansion unknown] who 
used to spread the same kind of terror. Some of the 
measures taken at the time consisted of preventing 
people from moving after 2100 hours. After 2100, police 
patrolled and detained anyone on the streets, and often 
innocent people were the ones who suffered most. These 
are the kinds of measures I have been saying ore should 
give much thought to because there is a will to imple- 
ment strong measures, but they may not be successful 
because those networks have strong attractions like 
money and other ploys, and this needs thorough police 
reorganization and training as well as cour:sciing. 


[Matine] Why have you not yet appointed the minister in 
the presidency for defense and security affairs, chief of 
the Army General Staff and Police General Staff, and the 
police general commander? These are key figures who 
may be of heip. 


[Chissano] I was just thinking about the issue and can 
now reply at ease. This is like in the chess game where 
you do not move any of the players without having the 
chess board well set. I said it is necessary to arrange the 
whole structure, to think about the people who will fill 
this structure, and in this instance one should also 
consider the relationship between the defense minister, 
Defense Ministry personnel, ana ‘*= Army. We now 
have a joint Army command, which should be changed 
for us to have a proper structure. 


I have ideas but it is necessary to have everything in 
order for these appointments to be made, particularly 
the appointment of the chief of Police General Staff and 
chief of the Army General Staff, as well as some officials 
in the Defense Ministry. 


[Matine] What about the minister in the presidency for 
defense and security affairs? 


[Chissano] I have decided to give priority to other posts 
so I could think about it later. I had had some ideas, but 
I am now seeing how they are being presented and how 
I am going to use the personnel I had in mind, whether it 
will be that or other personnel. 


[Matine] We will havz to wait weeks, perhaps months, 
for those appointments... 
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[Chissano] I do not want to create unnecessary expecta- 
tions. At times, things look easier than they really are 
and I think they can be dealt with in a few days, but then 
I come upon new situations. Let me tell you simply that 
it will happen soon. 


[Matine] The problem is that the international commu- 
nity also has expectations. They are key figures and those 
are positions which have bee. created but not filled, so 
the likelihood is that the international community will 
start asking what is happening. The whole governinent is 
in place but there are no people in that crucial sector. 


[Chissano] That is precisely what is happening, but I 
might add a few other things: It is a delicate matter, so it 
is not easy to settle. Look at people wi -» they go to the 
market: There are not that many things. They cannot just 
buy things left, right, and center. It is possible they will 
say yes to some things, but they will always wonder about 
the wisdom of their choices. 


[Matine] Can you confirm that General Sebastiao 
Marcos Mabote has been picked as Republic of Mozam- 
bique Police chief of General Staff? 


[Chissano] Do not probe. You might find oil instead of 
water. [sentence as published] 


{Matine] Mr. President: Many generals in the former 
army are not being used, even though they are very well 
informed people who proved their worth in active ser- 
vice. 


[Chissano] I have already answered that. You must have 
a board if you want to move your pieces. I said at the 
beginning that none of those former officers or former 
ministers are forgotten. They are all part of the reorga- 
nization work we are undertaking. I have told them 
before not to have any fears because they will have jobs, 
some in the armed forces, others in other areas. 


{Matine] Was it difficult to choose the prime minister? 


[Chissano] As I said earlier, there was no rush. Some 
people were not available. Many had different points of 
view, and when I came across reluctant candidates | had 
to move on to others. I was also in touch with [Eduardo 
Mondlane University Rector] Narciso Matos, who said 
he would find it very difficult and would accept it only as 
the very last resort, should there be at solutely no alter- 
native. So, I continued my contacts wiih other possible 
candidates and... 


[Matine] Did you get in touch with [former Transport 
and Communications Minister] Armando Guebuza? 


[Chissano] I thought about him, just as I thought about a 
few others. We analyzed all the pros and cons. There was 
the need for a balanced approach to the work we had to 
carry out. I have always thought that Armando Guebuza 
would do well in the Assembly, even if he were not bench 
chief. He would do very well, so I did not get in touch 
with him with one post in mind only. All the people I 
contacted were candidates for more than one post. After 
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weighing everything, I ended up picking Pascoal Moc- 
umbi for prime minister. The first time I met Narciso 
Matos, my reaction was that I recognized the need for 
him to continu: as rector, at least for a while longer. He, 
too, was of the opinion tnat he still had something to 
offer the university because of the work he had begun, 
but we had to reason on that basis. In the end, he agreed 
to go along with whatever I deci<.{. It was one of those 
instances where people thought some imposition had 
been made on me. There are many things you read in the 
press. The press wil report: The president thought this, 
the president went ahead with that, the president went 
back on that other thing, so I do not know what... 


[Matine] It is widely thought that your personal friend- 
ship with Pascoal Mocumbi was a key factor in your 
picking him for the post. 


[Chissano] Were my friendship with Pascoal Mocumbi 
that important, I would not have appointed him. Friend- 
ship means you should meet your friend’s wishes. Pas- 
coal Mocumbi was not anxious to become prime 
minister. I would not even have appointed him minister. 
1 would have told him to stay in the Assembly and 
continue working as a medical doctor, because that is the 
work he likes doing. However, where our friendship may 
have come in was that he felt encouraged by the fact that 
the president was his friend and had found him to be the 
most suitable candidate. Perhaps he is helping his friend, 
but I am also aware of the fact that Pascoal Mocumbi is 
a first rate patriot. It is true that we have worked 
together. Our friendship does not come from playing 
marbles alone. Yes, we did play marbles when we were 
young, but our friendship grew during the armed 
struggle. Our friendship was based on our devotion to 
the fatherland and this helps explain why he has sacri- 
ficed his well-being to become prime minister. 


[Matine] In short, would you describe this government 
team as homogeneous? 


[Chissano}] That is the word I had on the tip of my 
tongue. You have taken it right out of my mouth. In a 
nutshell, | would say it is a homogeneous, hardworking, 
and dynamic team, full of initiative. If ] were to describe 
it with a single word, homogeneous would be the word I 
would pick. 


[Matine] Now I would like to ask a question that falls 
somewhat outside the context of this interview. Our 
newspaper printed a number of reports raising some 
doubts about the behavior of the deputy minister for 
industry, commerce, and tourism when he was National 
Tourism Company director. Mr. President: Have you 
already decided on a course of action or are you still 
going to do so? 


[Chissano] I did not read those reports, so now I am 
going to pay attention to learn what they are all about. I 
must tell you, though, that one of the issues we wi!! be 
studying will be a tourism policy, because we do not have 
one at this juncture. People have worked without a 
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tourism policy so far. Perhaps those reports will not help 
make an analysis that could also help correct some 
errors. thus allowing us to verify whether things were 
indeed as people say, whether Deputy Minister Mr. 
Rafique did so del. be. avely or inadvertently, or whether 
some of the things ne did were incorrect. [sentence as 
heard] As I said when | appointed these people, we are all 
going to work hard and we have five years to cd. so. We 
will correct whatever needs correcting. 


[Matine] The party won the elections and it looks as 
though it is already having the best of futures. It appears 
to have become somewhat lethargic. 


[Chissano] My feeling is that we are a tad worn out after 
the great effort we made during the elections. These 
people now want to relax a littie bit. Some of the 
members who were very dynamic during the elections 
are now dealir. with government issues, while others not 
involved in government are looking at what is new in 
their jives. At any rate, we have held an assessment 
meeting in Chimoio that will provide some analyses 
which allow us to tackle new tasks. I can tell you that the 
Plan of Action included the assessment meeting in 
Chimoio, which will produce a report to be delivered to 
the Frelimo Party Central Committee. In turn, the 
Central Committee will draw up a report to be presented 
at an expanded meeting. What this means is: We already 
have a plan and we are just waiting for the final touches 
to be put to the Chimoio assessment meeting’s report. 
Everybody feels the party has slowed down its activity 
somewhat. Part of the reason is thet no one knows what 
emphasis should be placed on that activity at this stage. 


[Matine] In his latest European tour, the Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo] leader made it clear his 
party has not completely dropped its desire to participate 


[Chissano] The Presidential Forum is not an institution. 
Let me answer your question, though: What does it mean 
to have a party come into a government where there is 
already another party? Does it mean a coalition with the 
Frelimo Party? If the answer is yes, you have the two 
majority parties striking up a coalition. The third party 
in the Assembly has only nine seats. Let me make it 
clearer: Could Renamo be proposing that there should be 
no Opposition in Mozambique? When I visited Malawi, 
I was asked the same logical question by people who 
wanted to draw some analogies. They told me: “Things 
have been going well in our country because there has 
been a coalition between the parties led by President 
Muluzi and Chakufwa Chihana”, who is now vice pres- 
ident. Immediately, my question was: “Is Chihana part 
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of the opposition or of the government?” And the answer 
was: “He is in government.” I made it clear that I was 
not asking whether he was not representing the opposi- 
tion in government. I was told no, he is on the same side 
as President Muluzi and it is a solid government which 
supports the same interests in the face of the opposition. 
My next quesiion was: ““Why do they not have a coali- 
tion with the Malawi Congress Party?” To which *hey 
replied: “Oh no, not that...” So, I told them: That is it, 
that is what we have in Mozambique. Should Renamo 
insist on having a coalition, it must make it clear whether 
it will stop being the opposition. What I fail to grasp is 
how you can have both the opposition and the winning 
party in government, that there should be an opposition 
making the opposition from inside government. Who 
would agree to open government to others so they can 
wage their opposition from within? 


Denmark To Provide $200 Million in Assistance 


MB2604190395 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 1800 
GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Denmark will provide Mozam- 
bique with $200 million in bilateral assistance over the 
next five years. The figure was released today by the 
Danish Embassy in Maputo at the end of annual consul- 
tancies on development cooperation between the two 
countries. The overall objective of the Danish develop- 
ment cooperation with Mozambique is the alleviation of 
poverty. In agreement with the Mozambican authorities, 
Danish assistance will concentrate on establishment of 
sector programs for five areas: small-scale and family 
planning, semi-industrial fishing, primary education, 
and health, and economic infrastructure. 


Danish assistance will also contribute to the process of 
socioeconomic structural adjustment in the form of 
balance of payment support. This assistance will be 
about $40 million. The Danish delegation also com- 
mitted a further $1.5 million to the United Nations 
Development Program, UNDP, Trust Fund for the rein- 
tegration support scheme for Mozambican demobilized 
troops. 


The head of the Danish delegation congratulated the 
government of Mozambique over the outcome of the 
consultative group meeting held last month in Paris 
during which Mozambique managed to secure over a 
billion dollars for 1995. He said Denmark was looking 
forward to the implementation cf the announced demo- 
cratic and economic reforms, in particular an effective 
and active Assembly and the fight against corruption. 
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Ghana 


Departing Tanzanian ECOMOG Troops Stop in 
ccra 


AB2604094195 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The first batch of 60 Tanzanian 
troops serving with peacekeeping forces in Liberia today 
made a stopover in Accra en route to Dar-es-salaam. 
This marks the beginning of the pull out of Tanzanian 
troops serving with ECOMOG [Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]. 
From the airport, George Ankrah has the story: 


[Begin Ankrah recording] The leader of the Tanzania 
troops, Major (Gladson Kenyara), told newsmen that 
Tanzanian contributed troops to Liberia for peace- 
keeping duties, particularly, to ensure disarmament. He 
said their experience was not a very good one, because 
the situation in Liberia could not allow them to accom- 
plish their task. Maj. (Kenyara) said, when they first 
entered Liberia in 1993, they were deployed in Kanula, 
after which they operated in Gbarnga. The troops, who 
are now pulling out Kakata, feel fighting is not an 
enjoyable experience. He said Liberians and the fighters 
are tired and their children are suffering. 


Although he expressed the optimism that peace could be 
restored in the war-torn country, he said there is the need 
for Liberians themselves to iron out whatever differences 
they have so as to give that country peace. Maj. (Ken- 
yara) said the Tanzanian contingent did not suffer any 
casualties. 


A release from the Ghana Armed Forces Public Rela- 
tions Directorate said Ghana Airways has accepted to 
airlift troops of the Tanzanian contingent serving with 
UNOMIL [UN Observer Mission in Liberia] from Mon- 
rovia to Dar-es-salaam. A total of 1,507 troops will be 
airlifted in five sorties from today (?until) the 14 May 
this year. [sentence as heard] [end recording] 


Liberia 


EKCOMOG Creates ‘Safe Haven’ in Tubmanburg 


AB1704094895 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 16 Apr 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] ECOMOG [Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] troops in Liberia seem to be in firm control of 
Tubmanburg, which has been a battlefield between the 
rival ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democ- 
racy in Liberia] factions, led by Roosevelt Johnson and 
Alhaji Koromah. The fighting has left nearly 50,000 
displaced, and it has meant that thousands more in other 
parts of Lofa County were cut off from relief supplies, 
but in the last few days ECOMOG have moved in. They 
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have decided to turn Tubmanburg into a safe haven, and 
no guns are allowed. Our correspondent, Nyenati Alli- 
son, has just spent two days in the area, and he telexed 
this report: 


Roosevelt Johnson’s faction of ULIMO has been driven 
out of Tubmanburg and confined to a military barracks 
outside the city. Peacekeeping sources in Tubmanburg 
said Johnson’s rebels, who seized control of the city one 
year ago from the rival ULIMO faction, were driven out 
of Tubmanburg four days ago. One peacekeeping officer 
said: They are to remain in their barracks, and if they are 
coming to town, they must come without guns. The 
removal of Johnson’s rebels from the city center comes 
only a few days after peacekeeping troops seized control 
of the main highway, so as to create a safe passage for 
urgently needed relief food and medicines for some 
65,000 displaced people living in the city. 


Burned-out vehicles lie by the roadside in between newly 
created peacekeeping checkpoints. Whole villages are 
deserted, and many homes have been burned down. 
Most homes inside Tubmanburg have been destroyed, 
some with windows and doors broken and roofs ripped 
off. Personal effects left behind by departing rebels are 
scattered about. 


ULIMO Calls For ECOMOG Commander’s 
Replacement 


AB1904123695 London BBC World Service in English 
0615 GMT 19 Apr 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of one of the 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia] factions, General Roosevelt Johnson, has 
called for the ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] field com- 
mander, General John Inienger, to be replaced. Gen. 
Johnson told Network Africa earlier this morning, that 
Major General Inienger had exceeded his term of his 
mandate by occupying the town of Tubmanburg, Gen. 
Johnson’s headquarters in the west of Liberia. 


Johnson on Differences With ECOMOG 


AB2104 135495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 20 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] An almighty row is going on 
between the African peacekeeping force in Liberia, 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], and General 
Roosevelt Johnson, leader of one of the ULIMO [United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia] fac- 
tions. ECOMOG forces cleared Johi.son’s troops off the 
highway between Monrovia and Tubmanburg early this 
month. They moved on to Tubmanburg and took con- 
trol, telling Gen. Johnson to keep his gunmen out of the 
town. Well, Roosevelt Johnson was in Accra yesterday 
seeing the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
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African States] chairman, President Rawlings. On the 
line, Robin White asked him how the meeting with 
Rawlings had gone: 


[Begin recording] [Johnson] Yes, yesterday we had the 
opportunity to meet the chairman of ECOWAS, to 
complain to him about the violations that are committed 
by the field commander of ECOMOG. In fact, we have 
seen that Inienger has overstayed in Liberia. All of the 
field commanders, the longest they stay is about six to 
seven months, you understand. He has stayed over a year 
and three months, and he feels that he is a governor now 
in Liberia. [White] Now, what did President Rawlings 
reply to you? 


[Johnson] President Rawlings has assured us that he saw 
(?magnitude) into our complaint, and that he was going 
to look into it as soon as possible. We were very bold to 
him. We don’t want to have any confrontation with 
ECOMOG because of the surface in of Mark Inienger. 
[sentence as heard] Robin, can you just imagine that 
Inienger has reduced the peacekeeping force soldiers to 
policemen? They are in the street asking for driving 
licenses and car plates, you understand. We cannot 
continue with this kind of situation. We want the peace 
process to move forward, but we believe Inienger has 
overstayed and he is being manipulated by the politi- 
cians, and he has reduced ECOMOG to a warring 
faction. 


[White] Yes, but President Rawlings didn’t say that he 
was going to do anything about replacing him, did he? 


[Johnson] Well, he said he was going to speedily look 
into the matter. 


[White] Gen. Johnson, are you going to abide by the 
ECOMOG instructions not to carry any guns into Tub- 
manburg and to stay off the road? 


[Johnson] Look, look, we want to make it crystal clear 
that that area is our control area. We are not obligated to 
Mark Inienger, you understand. 


[White] So, are you going to disobey his instruction? 


[Johnson] Look, Mark Inienger does not have the power 
to give us instructions. Mark Inienger has to abide by the 
agreement that (?has) him in Liberia. We do not .... 


[White, interrupting] Now Gen. Johnson, since he has 
told you to stay out of Tubmanburg and to stay off the 
road, if you go and do that, aren't you inviting trouble? 


[Johnson] Look, Robin, We are not inviting trouble. We 
continue to say that we don’t want to get into confron- 
tation with ECOMOG, and we believe when Mark 
Inienger is immediately replaced we wouldn’t have prob- 
lems with ECOMOG. He has no authority to give us 
instruction. 


[White] Gen. Johnson, what do you expect ECOMOG to 
do if you and the other factions of ULIMO are fighting it 
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out in the streets of Tubmanburg and along the road to 
Tubmanburg. What do you expect ECOMOG to do? 


[Johnson] Robin, ECOMOG in Liberia has a mandate 
and we expect for them to live by the mandate. Look.... 


[White, interrupting] They are peacekeepers, Gen. 
Johnson. They are peacekeepers. If they see the peace 
being violated, shouldn’t they enforce the peace? 


[Johnson] Is this peace only being violated in the gold 
and diamond area? You have Gbarnga, you have Totota, 
there is no deployment there. You have Buchanan, 
Rivercess, where you have over 500,000 civilians dying 
everyday, you understand. [sentence as heard] 


[White] Yes, but this is just down the road from Mon- 
rovia. I mean, you can’t expect ECOMOG to sit there 
and let all the firing go on just down the road from 
Monrovia. 


[Johnson] What about (Soya) and going to Clay Ashland? 
It’s just about 10 or 15 minutes drive from Monrovia, 
you understand. When the Mandingos were there and 
killing people and eating their hearts and requested Mark 
Inienger to go in, he didn’t go in. 


[White] Gen. Johnson, isn’t it likely that, you know, as 
you go on like this, when you step up (?a plan) back at 
home you might get locked up by ECOMOG? 


[Johnson] Locked up, locked up by ECOMOG? 
{laughter} We can never get locked up by ECOMOG, 
man. 


[White] Why not? 


[Johnson] Look, we will never allow that to happen to us. 
[end recording] 


More Refugees Return From Sierra Leone 
AB2104173595 Paris AFP in English 1643 GMT 2! Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, 21 Apr (AFP)— 
More than 600 Liberian refugees in Sierra Leone have 
returned home to flee fighting between Sierra Leone 
troops and rebels, refugees told AFP. They landed 
Thursday [20 April] in the Liberian capital Monrovia on 
a plane chartered by the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) a week after it repatriated another 
430 refugees. 


All the refugees had been in a camp near Newton, 30 
kilometres (19 miles) east of the Sierra Leona capital 
Freetown, which was attacked on April 8 by units of the 
rebel Revolutionary United Front. The refugees had 
themselves fled violence in Liberia during the first 
months of a civil war which began December 1989. That 
war has left some 150,000 people dead and many more 
homeless. 


A refugee told AFP they returned “because of the wors- 
ening security situation in Sierra Leone,” where official 
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sources say some 10,000 people have died in that civil 
war. “All the refugees now want to come back home and 
the international community has to help them as quickly 
as possible,” said returnee Oretha Gray. “I think it is 
better here now.” The UNHCR believes there are 
around 150,000 Liberian refugees in Sierra Leone. 


NPFL’s Taylor Calls For Meeting With Abacha 


AB2404195195 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Liberian faction leader, 
Charles Taylor, is on his way home from Tunis after a 
meeting on conflicts in Africa convened by the OAU. On 
his trip, he met a number of heads of state but not the 
head of state with whom he has most to settle—General 
Sani Abacha of Nigeria. Nigerian forces in ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] are at loggerheads with Taylor’s 
NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] troops. 
While he has been away, the NPFL have come in for a 
fair amount of stick: Liberians are blaming either the 
NPFL or the Peace Council for the massacre at Yosi near 
Buchanan, which has recently been uncovered. Well, 
tonight, Mr. Taylor called us up, and Robin White asked 
him if it was his people who were responsible for the 
massacre. 


[Begin recording] [Taylor] No, Robin. Quite frankly, I 
heard about this first on the BBC. We tried to follow up. 
You know, each time there is a major meeting coming 
up, there is this mischief of very demonic proportions. 
You know, there was this OAU meeting in Tunisia, and 
then there is this ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] summit coming up. Then, you have 
all of these devilish things going on. We have no knowl- 
edge of this incident, and we will continue to look and 
see where we can help in bringing those responsible to 


light. 
[White] So, you are blaming the Peace Council? 


[Taylor] It is very clear. In fact, those that escaped the 
areas, from reports reaching me, are saying that they did 
not know who did it, but that area is not under the 
control of the NPFL. 


[White] Are you losing out to the Peace Council in this 
fighting around Buchanan? 


[Taylor] No, Robin. In fact, you know, right now the 
cease-fire should be in place. As you know, the LPC 
{Liberian Peace Council] is not a party to the agreements 
that we signed. They violated this. It is regrettable. The 
NPEFL is not going to lose to anybody, but war is not the 
answer. This war must stop. Our people need peace, and 
we are doing everything. As I am still on my tour, I try to 
encourage leaders of not just the subregion, but on the 
continent to intervene and bring this mess to an end. 
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[White] Isn’t the peace process dead, Mr. Taylor? 


[Taylor] No, it is not, Robin. It is on track. I addressed 
this special committee of the OAU and all of the leaders, 
not just in the West African region, but on the continent, 
are expressing their desire to continue to bring this mess 
to an end.... 


(White, interrupting] Yes, that is what they desire, but it 
appears that Liberians do not desire the same, Mr. 
Taylor, including yourself. 


[Taylor] Liberians want peace. Liberians want peace 
more than ever. No nation, no nation since the beginning 
of time has thrived on war. War is not the answer, but 
what we must do, we must bite the bullet, and we must 
call the shots, wherever they are. We know what the 
problem is. We know very well....[pauses] I do not want 
to engage at this time anymore in finger pointing. We 
know where the finger is going and this is why I am 
stressing that a meeting between Gen. Abacha and 
myself will go a long way in resolving the Liberian 
question. 


[White] Surely, Mr....[pauses, laughing] President Aba- 
cha’s only interest in Liberia and ECOMOG is restoring 
peace to your country. It is you that is not restoring 
peace. 

[Taylor] Robin, if you read the seventh, eighth, ninth, 
and 10th reports of the secretary general of the United 
Nations, it will tell you that there is a problem in Liberia 
and the problem is not just coming from the factions. 
The problem in Liberia has to do with reconciling the 
differences in policies of the various countries that are 
participating in Liberia as peacekeepers. All of the 
groups now in Liberia that are armed and equipped are 
armed and equipped ostensibly only to fight the NTFL. 
We have got to bring this to an end. We know who is 
doing it. I do not want to get on this program now and 
keep yelling and blasting away, but they know what is 
happening, and this is why we have to sit and talk about 
it because our people are tired. We do not want war. We 
have seen too much death and destruction. This war 
should have ended three years ago.... 


[White, interrupting] So, you are saying it is Nigeria and 
all the other factions versus you. 


[Taylor] Well, Robin, all of the reports are there. It is 
very clear about what is happening in Liberia and it does 
not serve my purpose or the purpose of peace to continue 
to do Nigerian-bashing or any other thing. What I desire 
now is to sit down and engage constructively the govern- 
ment of General Abacha in trying to peacefully resolve 
this issue. We want a political solution to the Liberian 
problem. [end recording] 


Niger 


Tuareg, Government Officials Interviewed 


LD2504182395 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Niger, Prime Minister Hama 
Amadou has said that he is feeling confident about the 
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application of the peace agreement signed yesterday by 
his government and the Tuareg rebels. Both parties, he 
said, are acting in good faith. The agreement provides 
for, among other things, a cease-fire, starting today. The 
conflict lasted four years and cost the lives of at least 200 


people. 


Our reporter Jean-Jacques Louarne obtained the com- 
ments of those who signed the agreement in Niamey: 
first, those of the leader of the Tuareg negotiating team, 
Rissa ag Boula. 


[Begin recording] [Boula] This is, after all, a step in the 
direction of what we have always considered to be our 
objective. I think it is a step forward, and we will see 
what the future has in store. 


{Louarne] What do you think is the most important thing 
in the coming weeks? 


[Boula] In the coming weeks, the most important thing 
for us is to try to lay the foundations for the application 
of this accord. The most important thing is to do 
whatever is necessary so that the cease-fire can be 
consolidated and there can be a renewal of trust. [end 
recording} 


A renewal of trust, he says. On the government side, the 
following comments were made by Mai Maigana, the 
high commissioner for the restoration of peace. 


[Begin recording] [Maigana] We have just signed an 
agreement; now the actions that it provides for have to 
be marked out, and we are going to do our best to respect 
the timetable. In any case, our government has the 
willingness to do so, and—with the help of other coun- 
tries that are our friends—we are going to ensure that the 
fundamental provisions of this agreement can be imple- 
mented. 


[Louarne] One of the fundamental provisions of the 
agreement, the first and earliest. is the disarming of the 
rebels and the Arab militias. 


{Maigana] As far as disarming is concerned, I have 
already indicated a certain number of conditions to be 
fulfilled, after which the process of disarming should 
occur. Regarding what you have referred to as the Arab 
militias, which we call the vigilance committees of 
Tassara—as for them, it is a government matter, and I 
think that, with the goal of peace in mind—because we 
have always maintained that these are self-defense 
groups, and not rebel groups [passage indistinct] [end 
recording} 


Nigeria 
New ECOMOG Commander Appointed 


AB1904113995 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 1030 
GMT 19 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] Nigeria has 
appointed a new brigade commander for its peace- 
keepers serving under Economic Community of West 
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African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group. The new 
commander, Colonel (David Akonor), replaces Brigadier 
General (G. Ayankpele), who has completed his tenure 
of office. 


Finance Minister Reports on Oil Sales 


AB2404111195 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 22 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria recorded an excess of 
between $1 and $3 per barrel of crude oil sold in the first 
quarter of this year. This followed the sale of crude oil at 
the rate of between $16 and $18.2 as against $15 per 
barrel projected for this year. 


The minister of finance, Chief Anthony Ani, stated this 
while briefing newsmen on the performance of the 
budget in the first quarter of the year. Chief Ani said that 
the Federal Government had decided to transfer any 
proceeds in excess of the $15 to the foreign reserve. He 
stated that the Federal Government had, in addition, 
implemented its decision to lodge all proceeds from the 
sale of crude oil, petroleum profit tax, and oil royalties 
into the government account with the Central Bank. The 
minister said that in carrying out the decision, the 
Ministry of Finance, the Central Bank, and the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation had verified and 
ensured that crude oil sale and royalties for the first 
quarter of the year had been credited to the account. 


A committee has been set up to ensure that marketing of 
the nation’s crude oil is verified, and the proceeds paid 
directly into the Central Bank, in accordance with the 
provisions of this year’s budget. Chief Anthony Ani said 
in Lagos yesterday that government had concentrated on 
the (?plans) and objectives of the project which empha- 
sized intensive revenue drive, reduction in fiscal deficit, 
and a cutdown on expenditure. 


[Begin Ani recording] The revenue estimate for 1995 
fiscal year was based on a scenario which includes an oil 
production level of 2.04 million barrels per day at an 
official selling price of $15 a barrel at an exchange rate of 
22 naira to the dollar. The price of crude oil hovered 
between $16 and $18.20 during the period under review. 
Despite the increase in the price of crude oil, we have 
decided to transfer any proceeds in excess of the $15 to 
reserve so as to (?boost) the nation’s foreign reserve. In 
pursuit of a fiscal transparency, and in order to capture 
all (?aspects of) government account, the government 
decided to (?increase) the operation of the [word indis- 
tinct} accounts. As from | January 1995, all proceeds 
from the sale of crude oil, petroleum proceeds tax, and 
oil royalties, etc. are to be paid into the Federal Govern- 
ment account with the Central Bank of Nigeria [CBN]. 
In addition, all the stated proceeds are to be monitored, 
and payment for joint venture cash [word indistinct], 
national priority projects, external debts servicing etc. 
are to be first charged on accounts maintained by the 
CBN. [end recording] 
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On the joint venture cash [word indistinct], the minister 
said the government had been holding series of consulta- 
tions with its partners to ensure prompt payment. Chief 
Ani explained that the exercise would now be carried out 
on a monthly basis. He said the government had merged 
the arrears of the joint venture cash [word indistinct] of 
1994 with those of this year to ensure prompt payment. 
The minister said all oil companies would be paid over 
$166 million on a monthly basis. A total of $600 million is 
being owed the oil companies as at last year, while $1.7 
billion has been incurred this year. 


Senegal 


Soldiers, Casamance Rebels Clash 25 Apr; 6 Dead 
AB2604 155895 Paris AFP in English 1353 GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Dakar, April 26 (AFP)—Six 
soldiers died and 23 were wounded when elite govern- 
ment troops clashed with separatist rebels in south 
Senegal, authoritative sources said here Wednesday [26 
April]. 


The clashes took place Tuesday in the Casamance 
region, when military officials gave a toll of one dead and 
several wounded. The separatists never publish tolls. 


Around a thousand soldiers have been combing Casa- 
mance since April 20 for four French tourists who went 
missing there on April 6, believed kidnapped by rebels. 
Military sources said the soldiers had encountered 
“strong resistance” from rebels there and were being 
hampered by the density of the region’s forests, but 
added that the operation would continue until the four 
were found. 


In Paris the French foreign ministry called on Senegalese 
authorities to continue the search. 


Ministry spokesman Richard Duque urged Dakar 
Wednesday to throw “all possible light” on the tourists’ 
disappearance. 


Investigators believe the four were kidnapped by dissi- 
dents of the Movement of Democratic Forces of Casa- 
mance (MFDC) opposed to a ceasefire accord signed 
between the separatists and the government in July 
1993. 
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No one has claimed responsibility for the tourists’ dis- 
appearance. 


Sierra Leone 


Rebels Reportedly Kill 170 Civilians in Bo Region 
AB2604164595 Paris AFP in English 1625 GMT 26 Apr 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, April 26 (AFP)— 
Rebel units killed more than 170 civilians in a “large- 
scale massacre” during a spate of attacks on villages in 
the Bo region, 170 kilometres (105 miles) southeast of 
— official radio here reported Wednesday (26 
April]. 


Citing the official Sierra Leone News Agency, it branded 
attacks Monday by the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) as “a total genocide,” saying they were “in 
retaliation for the killing of rebels by government troops 
in the Sierra Rutile mining area over the weekend” in the 
Mokanji Hills 135 kilometres (85 miles) southeast of the 
capital Freetown. 


The Australian-American owned Sierra Rutile mining 
centre, which accounted for 40 percent of the country’s 
foreign exchange earnings, was recaptured by the army 
after being held by rebels for two months. 


According to witness accounts picked up by the agency 
from villagers in Bo, the “rebels have vowed to kil! or 
maim anybody found in any village.” 


These witnesses confirmed press reports Tuesday which 
said at least 11 villages in the region had been set alight 
by RUF units. 


More than 80 civilians were killed in Bumpe, they 
added, while ‘“‘at Molunya village in the Bumpe chief- 
dom, 20 civilians were assembled at a park and shot by 
the rebels which the victims’ wives and children were 
forced to applaud,”’ the radio report said. 


Another 60 people were killed in Bawomahun and !1 at 
Tanga, it said, and an unknown number of other victims 
were reported killed in at least five other villages in the 
region. 

An estimated 10,000 people have been killed since the 
RUF rebellion began in March 1991 against the regime 
of General Joseph Momoh and continued when he was 
ousted a year later by a military junta led by Captain 
Valentine Strasser. 
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